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Excerpt from Gerald Boyd’s comments at the
60th Anniversary Celebration:

On January 1, 1947, the AEC officially took over as the successor agency to the 
Manhattan Engineer District of the U.S. War Department, and on
September 15, 1947, the Oak Ridge Operations Office was officially established.

The very first manager of the Oak Ridge Operations Office, John Franklin, was an 
accomplished man who had already invested a good deal of time into the
U.S. atomic energy effort.  He was a brilliant man, but despite that brilliance, I 
would guess that he could not have imagined that we would be here 60 years 

later, or that so much would have been accomplished by the men and women who came after him.

I could stand here and cite hundreds of examples where Oak Ridge led the way over the last 60 years.  
I could be a little more reasonable and pick one thing for each decade.  No matter how I presented 
that information to you, the answer to the question “How did we get to where we are today,” is best 
answered by taking a look around you right now.   

You’ll see some folks you work with today.  You’ll see former managers of the Oak Ridge Office, and 
you’ll see people who did your job 20, 30, or even 50 years ago, like Virginia Parker who retired in 
1996 after 50 years of service.  Or Jenny Rose, who worked at the Castle on the Hill from
1954 to 1957.    

Each of you has one thing in common regardless of when you worked at the Oak Ridge Office.
You paid the highest respect to those before you by continuing the tradition of
getting the work done when it mattered most.  It mattered most everyday,
and today is no different.  

Gerald Boyd, Manager



U.S./World Oak Ridge
1942
Declaration of 
United Nations 
signed in 
Washington

1943
Income tax 
withholding 
introduced

1944
Allies invade 
Normandy on 
D-Day

1945
United Nations 
is established

1949
Start of North 
Atlantic Treaty 
Organization 
(NATO)

1951
Japanese peace 
treaty signed 
by 49 nations

1965
Medicare 
begins

1942
General Groves 
decides to locate 
Oak Ridge site 
for Manhattan 
Project

1943
Construction 
begins on X-10, 
Y-12, and K-25 
plants

1944
Government 
offices move 
from Town Hall 
to the “Castle on 
the Hill”

1945
End of World 
War II hastened 
by development 
of atomic bombs

1949
City gates are 
opened

1951
AEC signs 
Management 
Services 
Contract 

1965
HFIR begins 
operation at 
ORNL



U.S./World Oak Ridge
1969
Apollo 11 
astronauts take 
man’s first walk 
on the moon

1975
President Ford 
escapes two 
assassination 
attempts

1977
President 
Carter pardons 
Vietnam draft 
evaders

1984
President 
Regan            
re-elected in 
landslide with 
59% of vote

1986
Space shuttle 
Challenger 
explodes after 
launch at Cape 
Canaveral, 
killing all seven 
aboard

1987
Prime Minister 
Margaret 
Thatcher wins 
rare third term 
in Britian

1991
U.S. and allies 
at war with 
Iraq

1969
New AEC 
building 
construction 
begins

1975
Energy 
Research and 
Development 
Administration  
takes over from 
AEC

1977
The 
Department of 
Energy assumes 
operations

1984
Martin 
Marietta 
Energy Systems 
replaces Union 
Carbide

1986
The High 
Temperature 
Materials 
Laboratory 
completed at 
ORNL 

1987
Uranium 
enrichment 
operations 
at  K-25 
permanently 
shut down

1991
ORO starts 
operation 
of the TSCA 
Incinerator at 
K-25



U.S./World Oak Ridge
1994
Baseball owners 
end season and 
cancel World 
Series

1995
Oklahoma 
City Federal 
Building 
terrorist 
bombing

1996
FBI arrests 
suspected 
Unabomber

1997
U.S. Appeals 
Court upholds 
California ban 
on affirmative 
action

1998
U.S. budget 
surplus largest 
in three decades

1999
World 
population 
reaches six 
billion

1994
USEC assumes 
operation of 
Portsmouth 
and Paducah 
Gaseous 
Diffusion Plants

1995
Martin 
Marietta 
and Lockheed 
merge to form 
Lockheed 
Martin Corp.

1996
Jim Hall 
establishes a 
Federal Task 
Force for 
ndustrialization
DOE signs first 
ndustrialization 
lease

1997
K-25 Site is 
renamed East 
Tennessee 
Technology 
Park 

1998
BNFL begins 
clean-up of 
three large 
uranium 
processing 
buildings at 
ETTP

1999
ORO selects 
architect-
engineering/
construction 
management 
for Spallation 
Neutron Source 
(SNS) project



U.S./World Oak Ridge
2000
Mad Cow 
disease alarms 
Europe

2001
Terrorists 
attack America 
for the first 
time on U.S. soil

2002
The U.S. 
Department 
of Homeland 
Security is 
created

2003
The U.S. and 
Britain launch 
war against 
Iraq

2004
Enormous 
tsunami 
devastates 
Asia, at least 
225,000 killed

2005
Iraqi elections 
to select 
National 
Assembly 

2006
Saddam 
Hussein is 
convicted of 
crimes against 
humanity 

2007
North Korea 
agrees to 
disable Nuclear 
Fuel Plants

2000
Y-12 National 
Security 
Complex 
separates from 
ORO

2001
Resource Center 
for Energy 
Workers opens 
in Oak Ridge

2002
Weldon Springs 
Site project 
completion

2003
Oak Ridge 
Reservation 
payroll tops 
$831 million 
and 12,800 
employees

2004
President 
George W. Bush 
visits ORNL

2005
3,000 acre Black 
Oak Ridge 
Conservation 
Easement 
dedicated

2006
SNS completed, 
on time and 
within budget

2007
ORO 
celebrates 60th 
anniversary














