Waste Management Activities at the TRU Waste Processing Center

Responses to Offerors Questions

Solicitation No. DE-RP05-08OR23286


23. Can DOE please provide the status of design work on the sludge mobilization and solidification systems and any available design documents and drawings including test results, supporting calculations, cost estimates and schedules.   A projection as to the status of these items on October 1, 2009 would be very useful.

Does the DOE/TWPC SEB intend to hold another face-to-face meeting with the Offerors’ technical representatives in the Competitive Range to discuss this subject, or others, in more detail for clarification purposes while in the “discussions phase.” 
Response: The design status for the sludge mobilization system and processing system is in the pre-conceptual design phase.  No formal documentation has been finalized, beyond the feasibility study which was previously placed on the TWPC website.  No additional design information will be provided.  Offerors are expected to provide cost information for their own concept for mobilizing and processing the sludge.  The latest status of planning for sludge processing has been provided to the State of Tennessee, and this document will be placed on the TWPC website.

As of October 1, 2009, sampling should be complete, and a Conceptual Design Report should be received by DOE from the incumbent contractor.  However, this Conceptual Design Report could change if the successful awardee’s plan is different and is accepted by DOE.

Discussions have been held with NTS regarding the solidification process as described in the feasibility study, and NTS has indicated that the solidified sludge product can meet the NTS Waste Acceptance Criteria.  Results from testing of sludge surrogate and actual sludge samples indicates that the sludge solidification approach adequately binds RCRA metals (Cr, Cd, Pb, Hg) to enable meeting Land Disposal Restriction requirements.  Preliminary results will be placed on the procurement website.

The SEB does not plan to hold any further meetings with the offerors in the competitive range.  
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