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Board Finance & Process Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, February 28, 2008, 4:30 p.m.

DOE Information Center

	Committee Members Present
	Others Present

	David Branch, Vice Chair
Steve Dixon 

Ted Lundy

Norman Mulvenon
AbsentADVANCE \d4
Ben Adams, Chair
	Pat Halsey, DOE-ORO 

Pete Osborne, ORSSAB Support Office



Discussion
January/February Expenses - The committee reviewed the FY 2008 costs table (Attachment 1). Ms. Halsey said she has not yet received facilitation costs for January or February. Newspaper costs went up in February because of advertising for the K-25 building public meeting. Travel costs for October are still conditional because Chuck Jensen is negotiating his travel voucher total with the DOE travel office. The $7,598 technical advisor costs were for Arcadis review of the ETTP D2 Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study. 
FY 2009 Budget Request - The committee reviewed the government estimate of the ORSSAB FY 2009 budget request (Attachment 2). Ms. Halsey noted that she added funds for travel by the Board Finance & Process Committee and reduced requests by the other committees to bring down the total travel budget ($24,000) to be in line with what the board has used in the past. The technical advisor category for the Executive Committee was reduced because the committee has never used much in the past. The technical advisor category was also reduced for the EM committee because she did not foresee many documents that the committee would need assistance with this next year. Retreat facilitation was increased to include Becky Brunton’s attendance at board meetings, which is designed to help her keep up with what the board is doing so she’ll be better prepared at the retreat. Cuts were made in the Stewardship Committee’s requests for the video and the teacher’s workshop. 
Expenditure Requests
· The committee reviewed a $7,000 request from the Oral History Subcommittee for establishment of an Oral History Steering Committee (Attachment 3). Ms. Halsey explained that the funds will be used to provide initial funding for public outreach activities, travel to other DOE sites to research their oral history programs, and other needs. The committee concurred that funding was available for the request from the “Other” expense category. 
· The committee reviewed a $2,250 request for newspaper ads and postage to support the membership recruitment activities (Attachment 4). Ms. Halsey explained that the board may be short as many as four members at the end of June, and the applicant pool has become so small that the remaining applicants cannot possibly satisfy the board’s diversity needs. The committee concurred that funding was available for the request from the “Other” expense category. 
· The risk training request was deferred, as no information had been provided by Lance Mezga. 
EM Budget - The committee discussed development of a recommendation on the DOE-Oak Ridge FY 2010 EM program budget request and reviewed clarifying guidance from DOE Headquarters (Attachment 5). Ms. Halsey read a passage from page 1 of the guidance: “The EM SSAB and other stakeholders should help identify any deviations from EM’S overall risk-baaed prioritization scheme. For example, decontamination and decommissioning of some particularly high-risk facilities may be recommended as a higher priority, or remediation of a particularly risky groundwater plume.” This allows DOE-Oak Ridge to negotiate with Headquarters for additional funding for K-25 and the Corehole 8 plume, she said.
Mr. Dixon noted that the tight schedule between receiving budget guidance (January/February) and submitting a recommendation to DOE (March/April) makes development of a recommendation extremely difficult. Ms. Halsey replied that the dates listed on page 8 on the guidance should allow the board to approve a recommendation at its April 9 meeting. She did not know, however, the date for submission of Oak Ridge’s Integrated Priority List to Headquarters, but she has asked for the information. Mr. Dixon suggested the board request a copy of the Integrated Priority List in its recommendation on the Oak Ridge EM FY 2010 budget request. He said that he will work with the EM committee to come up with a recommendation and present it to the Board Finance & Process and Executive committees in March.
Travel Requests - The committee reviewed and concurred with requests from Spencer Gross and Ted Lundy for travel to the spring EM SSAB chairs meeting in Richland, Washington (Attachment 6). 
Retreat Location - Mr. Branch distributed a draft proposal from Whitestone County Inn for hosting the August planning retreat (Attachment 7). The committee elected to recommend to the Executive Committee that the retreat be held at Whitestone, with the U.T. Conference Center as a backup location.
Work Plan - The committee reviewed the FY 2008 work plan (Attachment 8).
The meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 

Action Items
Closed

Open

1.
Mr. Mezga will provide information for the risk training expenditure request.
Next meeting
Thursday, March 27, 4:30 p.m., at the DOE Information Center

Attachments (8). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.
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