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Board Finance & Process Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, March 27, 2008, 4:30 p.m.

DOE Information Center

	Committee Members Present
	Others Present

	Ben Adams, Chair 

David Branch, Vice Chair
Steve Dixon 

Ted Lundy

Norman Mulvenon
AbsentADVANCE \d4

	Becky Brunton, Spectrum, Inc.

Spencer Gross, ORSSAB Support Office

Pat Halsey, DOE-ORO 

Pete Osborne, ORSSAB Support Office



Discussion
Retreat
Review of 2007 retreat and agenda development—The committee reviewed materials from last year (Attachments 1–5). They discussed comments made following the retreat and development of this year’s agenda. Ms. Brunton noted what she thought were three key comments:

1. Find ways to engage the student representatives more

2. Reduce the amount of time spent on the review of member feedback

3. Have more breakout sessions if possible
Ms. Brunton offered to come up with some ideas to address item 1. For item 2, she suggested shortening the time allowed on the agenda for the member feedback review and focusing more succinctly on the key themes. She said she would work with the committee after the input is received from members to focus that presentation. For item 3, she said that she and the committee could look for opportunities for breakouts after the agenda is more thoroughly developed. 

Transportation—Mr. Adams asked if group transportation could be arranged. Ms. Halsey said she would see if a van could be provided. Ms. Brunton suggested members be encouraged to car pool as well.

Actions from last year’s retreat—The committee discussed actions from last year’s retreat (Attachment 4). Ms. Brunton thought members would appreciate knowing how the actions were addressed, and she suggested adding it to either the “Key Issues” or the “Results of Member Survey” sections of the agenda. Staff was asked to annotate Attachment 4 with information on how the items were addressed.
Ms. Brunton said it would be good to give some thought to one of the topics identified as potential board presentations—“EM cleanup history and progress to date, and how ORSSAB has influenced the progress and success.” Mr. Osborne thought the topic would make a good July board meeting presentation as a prelude to the retreat.
Start time—Mr. Adams asked if the starting time should be moved from 8:00 to 8:30 to allow members more time to get to Whitestone. The committee agreed with the idea.

Board member survey—The committee reviewed last year’s survey and a questionnaire used by the Northern New Mexico SSAB (Attachments 2 and 3). Ms. Brunton said she would like to benchmark the New Mexico survey with ours to see if there is anything to incorporate. She suggested providing the revised survey to board members before she calls them this year so they’ll know what she will be asking them. Members should be asked to fill in and return the surveys.

February/March Expenses - The committee reviewed the FY 2008 costs table (Attachment 6). Ms. Halsey remarked that the board is right about where it should be on spending.  

Expenditure Request - The committee reviewed a $2,500 funding request for Roane State Community College to review new member applications (Attachment 7). Ms. Halsey recommended that the funds come from the “Technical Advisor (Discretionary)” budget category since the college could be though of as providing advice to the board. The committee concurred.
Travel Requests - The committee reviewed and concurred with a request from Sondra Sarten for travel to the 2008 Environmental Justice Conference (Attachment 8).
On March 7 an e-mail was sent to committee members asking for concurrence on a request from Steve Dixon for travel to the spring EM SSAB chairs meeting in Richland, Washington (Attachment 9). Concurrence was received from Mr. Adams and Mr. Dixon on March 7, and from Mr. Branch on March 8.
Recommendation on FY 2010 DOE-ORO EM Budget Request - The committee reviewed the draft recommendation (Attachment 10) and voted to send it forward to the Executive Committee.
Work Plan - The committee reviewed the FY 2008 work plan (Attachment 11).
Flower Fund - Mr. Dixon offered to accepted responsibility for managing the board’s flower fund. 

Date of April Committee Meeting - The committee discussed moving the April meeting since Mr. Lundy and Mr. Dixon will be at the EM SSAB chairs meeting, but members elected to keep the meeting on April 24.

The meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m. 

Action Items
Closed

Open

1.
Ms. Brunton will come up with some ideas to better engage the student representatives in the retreat.


2.
Ms. Halsey will see if a van to the retreat can be provided.
3.
Staff will annotate Attachment 4 with information on how the items were addressed.
4.
Ms. Brunton will benchmark the New Mexico survey with ours to see if there is anything to incorporate.

5.
Mr. Mezga will provide information for the risk training expenditure request. (carryover item)
Next meeting
Thursday, April 24, 4:30 p.m., at the DOE Information Center

Attachments (11). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.
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