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Board Finance & Process Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, August 23, 2012, 5:00 p.m. 
DOE Information Center
 
	Committee Members Present
	Others Present

	Dave Hemelright
Bruce Hicks

David Martin 

Greg Paulus, Chair 

Corkie Staley

Tom Valunas, Vice Chair
	Delisa Atwater, DOE
Pete Osborne, ORSSAB Support Office
Absent 

Lisa Hagy 

Jennifer Kasten


Discussion  
July/August Expenses - The committee reviewed the current costs table (Attachment 1). Mr. Paulus asked if DOE still supports the board holding onto its carryover funds. Ms. Atwater said it’s advisable to do so since there may be difficult budget times ahead. Mr. Martin added that the board is still anticipating a large expenditure next fiscal year for technical facilitation. Unfortunately, he said, DOE does not have a work share agreement with the U.S. Geological Survey, so the USGS consultant will have to be paid through SSAB funds. He said both the state and EPA are both supportive of the anticipated groundwater modeling approach. Mr. Valunas asked what product the consultant will provide. Mr. Martin said the board and DOE will have a better understanding of contaminant migration. Ms. Atwater remarked that DOE cannot supply additional funding for the consultant, so the board must carry the cost. 
Ms. Staley asked if travel costs tend to increase much when there are a lot of new members on the board. Mr. Osborne said it’s very typical because of the western waste site trip and travel to conferences for educational purposes. 

Travel Requests - The committee reviewed and concurred with requests from Mr. Hemelright and Mr. Martin for travel to the SSAB fall chairs meeting (Attachment 2) and from Mr. Holmes for travel to the Perma-Fix Mixed and Low-Level Waste Management Forum (Attachment 3).
FY 2015 ORSSAB Budget Request - The committee reviewed the process for developing the FY 2015 ORSSAB budget request. Mr. Martin suggested that the other committees be asked to specify what meetings they are requesting travel for and how many members will attend. 
Chairs Meeting Topics - The committee considered ideas for the “Top ORSSAB Issues, Accomplishment, and Activity” to discuss at the fall chairs meeting in D.C. and reviewed ideas generated for the spring meeting (Attachment 4). Mr. Hemelright suggested submitting the Public Outreach Committee’s three main FY 2012 accomplishments for presentation at the meeting. Ms. Atwater suggested discussing how the Board Finance & Process Committee amended the ORSSAB annual budgeting process to synchronize with the annual DOE budget process. Mr. Martin asked her to come up with some suggested wording. 
2012 Annual Meeting - Mr. Osborne said the cost analysis of the annual planning meeting will be delayed until next month. 
Bylaws Review - The committee reviewed Sections XIII, “Adoption of the Bylaws,” and XIV, “Subordination and Severability of the Bylaws” (Attachment 5). No changes were proposed.

FY 2012 Work Plan - The committee reviewed its FY 2012 plan (Attachment 6). 
DOE Revision of the FY 2013 ORSSAB Budget - Mr. Valunas asked Ms. Atwater why DOE does not recognize what is realistically anticipated for the board’s travel needs in a given year and instead cuts the requested travel budget.
Ms. Atwater said that cuts have to be made to the various expense categories to bring the budget request down to the $380K level supported by DOE. Regardless, the board always has the option to reallocate the supplied funding among expense categories in any way it chooses. 
Mr. Paulus suggested the committee meet at 4:30 in September to reconcile FY 2012 and discuss 2013 allocations. 

Action Items
Open 
1.
Ms. Atwater will come up with some suggested wording discussing how the Board Finance & Process Committee amended the ORSSAB annual budgeting process to synchronize with the annual DOE budget process. 
Closed

None.
Next meeting
Thursday, Sept. 27, DOE Information Center, 5:00 p.m.
Attachments (6). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.

