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Update on American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Projects on the Oak Ridge Reservation
Mr. Adler reviewed a list of projects (Attachment 1) to be addressed using savings from projects funded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). The extra money has been realized through cost savings and good contractor performance. As noted in the attachment the projects focus on risk reduction through remediation of soils and groundwater; release of land on the National Priorities List; cleanout and demolition of legacy facilities; and isolation of facilities in the Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL) central stack system. 
The work will be performed using contractors already performing similar work.

The projects are divided into three parts: ORNL Defense, ORNL Non-defense, and Y-12 Defense. 

Mr. Adler said jobs need to be finished by 2013, which is an extension from what is noted on the attachment. 

In addition to the projects summarized in Attachment 1, other projects will be addressed including upgrades to White Oak Dam on Highway 95 and an enhanced groundwater pump for Tank W-1A at ORNL to draw contaminated groundwater for the study of microbes to degrade contamination.

Mr. Hatcher asked what improvements are planned for White Oak Dam. Mr. Adler said the wing walls will be expanded, more rock will be placed on the downstream side of the dam, and flood gates will be repaired. 

Mr. Petrie was asked about TDEC’s view of the additional work. He said TDEC supports the plan, but milestones need to be negotiated for the projects. 

Mr. Jensen observed that recent publicity about ARRA-funded jobs often notes that it costs about $500,000 to create one job. He suggested an explanation should accompany ARRA materials explaining the cost of job creation.
Discussion of Possible Recommendation on the Recovery Act Presentation
The committee supports the plan, but chose not to draft a recommendation.
Report on Spring EM SSAB Chairs’ Meeting
Mr. Olson reported on a portion of the EM SSAB Chairs’ meeting that he attended in Oak Ridge on April 28 where Larry Camper, Nuclear Regulatory Commission, talked about the disposal of depleted uranium. Mr. Olson said he thought participants of the Chairs’ meeting came away from that discussion thinking that disposal sites for uranium had to be evaluated to be protective for one million years or more. Mr. Olson said that is not what Mr. Camper said, but that sites should be evaluated for protectiveness for 10,000 years and that longer-lived radionuclides should be evaluated in an environmental assessment.
The one million year misunderstanding came about because Mr. Camper said that the daughter products of uranium decay should be assumed to have reached secular equilibrium, which occurs about one million years after the uranium was chemically separated from ore.
One problem mentioned for the disposal of uranium in the future is that Energy Solutions (an environmental company that handles nuclear waste disposal) may not have enough disposal capacity to handle forecast amounts of depleted uranium, so one or more additional sites may be required.
Other business
Mr. Adler commented on a problem that occurred at the K-1007 Ponds at East Tennessee Technology Park. The ponds had undergone an environmental remediation to remove undesirable fish that stir up PCB-contaminated sediment, re-vegetate the area, and introduce fish that do not disturb the sediment.
During a heavy rainfall in December 2009 a log damage a fish excluder barrier to the ponds. Another heavy rainfall in the spring further compromised the barrier that allowed undesirable fish to re-enter the pond. The barrier has since been repaired and through a process of shocking fish and capturing with gill nets the undesirable fish have been removed. Mr. Adler said shocking does not harm the fish, but stuns them temporarily. Through this process it was determined that the desirable fish population is doing well.

Mr. Adler said the more serious error was not communicating the problem in a timely manner to TDEC. Mr. Adler said he did not become aware of the problem until about four months after the initial December rainfall that first damaged the barrier. Mr. Petrie also said there had been no mention of the problem over five months of core team meetings where the problem could have been discussed.
During this period DOE submitted a removal action report on the ponds to TDEC on April 20, as called for by milestone. TDEC was notified of the problem on May 10. As a result TDEC questioned if submittal of the report was appropriate and if in fact the milestone for the report was met in light of the problem with the fish barrier. In a letter to Mr. Adler on May 12 (Attachment 2), TDEC said it was suspending review of the removal action report.
Mr. Adler said a review of the incident is underway to determine how the lines of communication failed. Mr. Olson said this was a management failure and suggested something should be done to prevent a recurrence of a similar situation.

Mr. Mezga asked if the height of the barrier had been increased to prevent overtopping and allowing fish to re-enter the pond. Mr. Petrie said it was the bottom of the barrier that was compromised and a redesigned, stronger barrier has been installed. 

Action Items
None
The meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m.
Attachments (2) are available on request from the ORSSAB support office.
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