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Legacy Materials in Central Campus of Oak Ridge National Lab – Maggie Owen, issue manager

Mr. Glenn provided an update on the status of legacy materials in the Central Campus of Oak Ridge National Lab (ORNL). The main points of his presentation are in Attachment 1.

The legacy materials projects at ORNL include Central Campus Legacy Material Removal, Isotope Row Facilities, and Process Inventory Waste.

The scope of the Central Campus Legacy Material Removal is to remove and dispose of legacy materials from facilities in the Central Campus area and six radioisotope thermoelectric generators (RTGs). Legacy materials include miscellaneous office furniture, bagged and packaged mixed waste, lab ware and equipment, electronics, tooling equipment, lead bricks, and cask and shop equipment.

Page 6 of attachment has a photo (top) of Building 3095 that was used as a warehouse for various reactor materials. That material has been removed and sent to Envirocare in Utah. 

The six RTGs were used as remote operated power supplies for monitoring equipment. They contain a core of strontium-90. Some are encased in mercury. Page 7 of Attachment 1 has a photo of four of the RTGs. Approval has been received from the Nevada National Security Site to dispose of the RTGs as is. Mr. Glenn said work is still being done on the waste profile and the waste acceptance criteria for the Nevada site. 
The scope of the Isotope Row Material Removal Project is to remove and dispose of legacy materials from two facilities in the ORNL Central Campus. Approximately 50,000 pounds of lead were removed from the two facilities. ORNL was able to recycle/reuse approximately 25,000 pounds of the lead at the Spallation Neutron Source. The rest of the lead will be encapsulated and disposed in Utah as Resource Conservation and Recovery Act waste. 
The scope of the Process Inventory Waste Removal Project is to remove and dispose of legacy materials from the ORNL Central Campus. Inventories were evaluated and grouped into eight populations for processing to disposal. Most of the waste is radioactive low-level waste in various forms. Approximately 10,000 cubic feet of inventory will be disposed during the project. Mr. Glenn said the material will be disposed at the Environmental Management Waste Management Facility in Bear Creek Valley or will be sent to Nevada or Utah for disposal. 
The Process Inventory Waste material includes HEPA filter boxes, HEPA filter specialty containers, irradiated metals casks, and a chiller unit. 

Mr. Mulvenon asked Mr. Kubarewicz why the process inventory waste materials hadn’t been disposed earlier. Mr. Kubarewicz it had been a matter of priority and funding. He said UCOR, DOE’s prime cleanup contractor in Oak Ridge, has been more aggressive in trying to dispose of it. He noted that the project to dispose of the RTGs has been in the works for about a decade, but he said it is an expensive process to dispose them. 
Mr. Hatcher asked if any of the material is in high security areas. Mr. Glenn said it was not. Most of it is stored in abandoned facilities that were beginning to deteriorate. DOE felt it was becoming a higher priority to dispose of the material.

Mr. Kenworthy said he had heard Susan Cange, DOE Oak Ridge Acting Manager for Environmental Management, describe material in Bethel Valley (where ORNL is located) as having waste that needed to be disposed, but its sequencing was a few years out. Mr. Glenn said DOE has done as much as it can currently. He said disposing of the RTGs represents the largest reduction in curies. Other facilities are mainly health hazards that contain radiological material that could be disturbed or released if there was some kind of accident. 

Ms. Owen said she remembered an RTG that was stored near Building 3517 that had a leak. Mr. Glenn said as far as he knew no leaks had been discovered. He said there was no indication of any leaks that would prevent disposal as is in Nevada.

Discussion of Possible Recommendation on the Presentation
The committee determined no recommendation on legacy materials in ORNL was needed.
Input for July meeting – FY 2012 committee accomplishments for annual meeting

Mr. Martin said it was time for the committee to begin thinking about accomplishments it had achieved during the year to be presented at the ORSSAB annual meeting August 18. It is also time to begin thinking about issues to consider for FY 2013. He said DOE, EPA, and TDEC will provide suggestions at the annual meeting, but there was no reason why the committee couldn’t come up with its own list of topics to consider. 

He has worked up a list of topics to consider including some carryover topics from this fiscal year (Attachment 2). Mr. Gross will go through the work plan and include any other topics for discussion about committee accomplishments for the annual meeting.
Mr. Olson said the issue of Trench 13 should remain on the committee’s work plan. He felt like the committee and board need to ‘hold DOE’s feet to fire’ on remediating Trench 13. Mr. Petrie said that TDEC considers the material in Trench 13 to be transuranic waste that needs to be excavated and sent to the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant in New Mexico. 

Other business
Mr. Mulvenon said a new memorandum of agreement on historic preservation at East Tennessee Technology Park has been issued by DOE. He asked members of the committee to review it.

Review Action Items
Open
1. Staff will track the progress of hiring an independent researcher to study groundwater characteristics on the Oak Ridge Reservation. Status. Mr. Hatcher said he has had email exchanges with Dan Goode, a possible candidate with the U.S. Geological Survey. There are preliminary discussions about having Mr. Goode visit Oak Ridge to learn more about the project and what he can do to provide the committee with information about groundwater characteristics. A timeframe for a visit is August 15-16. 

Closed 

The meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m.
Attachments (2) are available on request from the ORSSAB support office.
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