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	Committee Members Present
	Others Present

	Steve Dixon, Chair
Ed Juarez
Ted Lundy, Vice Chair
Ron Murphree

Sondra Sarten

Kevin Westervelt
AbsentADVANCE \d4
John Coffman, Secretary


	Becky Brunton, Spectrum, Inc.

Pat Halsey, DOE

Pete Osborne, ORSSAB Support Office


Board Officer/DOE Comments
Mr. Dixon reported that he, Mr. Lundy, and Darryl Bonner attended the Environmental Management (EM) SSAB chairs meeting in Washington, D.C., last week. An excellent groundwater presentation was given by Vince Adams, who worked in Oak Ridge for many years. Unfortunately, Mr. Adams could not distribute some of his presentation materials, one of which was a map of Oak Ridge Reservation contaminant plumes and their status. Ms. Halsey said DOE Oak Ridge probably generated it, and she offered to see if she can get copies for the committee. Mr. Dixon said he was especially interested in the plume for which it was noted that the remediation method is not working effectively and that DOE may request a technical impracticably waiver.
Mr. Dixon thought Mr. Adams’ presentation would be good to show at a board meeting, and he asked Ms. Halsey to see if Mr. Adams could come to Oak Ridge to present it. Ms. Halsey noted that Mr. Adams is the new DOE liaison for stewardship at sites with ongoing missions, so he may be here in March for a discussion with the Stewardship Committee. 
Another chairs meeting  presentation that made an impression on Mr. Dixon concerned the new DOE Office of Communications. He originally supported creation of the office, thinking that increased communication by the department would naturally be beneficial. He now thinks, however, that the office is a bad idea, as it appears that it will be a bottleneck for information and will put the official spin on every message coming out of DOE Headquarters. Mr. Lundy agreed, saying that it’s a dangerous situation to have. Only one story will now get out, which may limit free dissemination of information from the various DOE offices. 
Mr. Dixon concluded by saying that he obtained a copy of the notebook from a performance assessment training workshop hosted by the Savannah River Site SSAB. He spoke with Dave Adler about the workshop, and Mr. Adler said that the assessments are not used here. Mr. Dixon offered to make the notebook available to anyone interested in seeing it.
Ms. Halsey reported that the FY 2010 Appendix E milestones have been added to the Federal Facility Agreement (FFA) per the recent dispute resolution agreement. She also reported that the DOE Chief Financial Officer has notified EM that it should plan on 6-month continuing resolution in the coming fiscal year. 

Review of August 9 Retreat
The committee reviewed a summary of member evaluations of the 2008 annual planning retreat (Attachment 1). Ms. Brunton said she thought the retreat location was outstanding. Her general impression of the retreat was that it was too rushed. More time was needed for the state, EPA, and DOE liaisons, and there wasn’t enough time for deliberation. She noted that one of the evaluations suggested making the retreat an overnight event, with 4-5 hours on Friday evening and 4-5 hours Saturday morning. That would allow more time for informal discussions. Three survey questions received lukewarm responses and might warrant investigation: “My expectations were met,” “Opportunity to interact with colleagues,” and “Retreat materials.” She and Maggie Owen will follow up on it. 

Ms. Sarten asked if the recent change in the board’s fiscal year will affect the date of the next retreat. Ms. Halsey wasn’t sure, but she thought it was something the Board Finance & Process Committee should consider. Mr. Dixon said that if the retreat is moved to September that it may impact people who have children in school. 
Monthly Board Meetings
Review of September 10 Meeting - The committee reviewed the draft meeting minutes (Attachment 2). Mr. Dixon noted that the Stewardship Committee will be reviewing the presentation at its October meeting. 
October 8 Meeting
Agenda—The committee reviewed the draft agenda (Attachment 3). The presentation will focus on project baseline summaries and the budget formulation process. 
Mr. Dixon asked if the committee wanted to make any changes to the agenda format. Mr. Westervelt said he thought the change in the public comment periods went well, but the Public Outreach Committee thought that it should be made clear to the public that the public comment period prior to the presentation is strictly for general comments and that the time immediately following the presentation is only for comments and questions related to the presentation.
Mr. Dixon asked if Ms. Halsey would like to consolidate her “Federal Coordinator Report” and the “Review of Outstanding Responses to Recommendations & Comments.” Ms. Halsey said she preferred to keep them separate in case Dave Adler wants to do the recommendations review.

Mr. Dixon asked if the Center for Oak Ridge Oral History should be a standing item on the agenda or if it should appear only when Steve Stow has something specific to report. The committee chose the latter path. Ms. Halsey suggested that when Mr. Stow has a report that it be made a bullet under the Executive Committee report.
Recommendation—Mr. Murphree discussed the revised recommendation on the Integrated Facility Disposition Project (IFDP) (Attachment 4). The version presented at the September board meeting was sent back to the EM committee for additional work. Mr. Dixon noted that one of the problems with the original recommendation was endorsing the IFDP CD-1 without having seen it. Ms. Halsey suggested that the sentence “The CD-1 appears well thought out, thorough in concept, and, with proper funding, has the potential to be the best vehicle for long-term execution of the EM mission in Oak Ridge” be changed to “The CD-1 concept appears well thought out, and, with proper funding, has the potential to be the best vehicle for long-term execution of the EM mission in Oak Ridge.” She suggested a similar change be made to the first sentence of the “Discussion” section. Mr. Murphree asked committee members to email any other comments to him.
Mr. Dixon said that the CD-1 was discussed at the chairs meeting, and Oak Ridge attendees were told the document might be available. Ms. Halsey said that once the CD-1 is approved, much of the document will be available, but business-sensitive portions will not be. 
Mr. Murphree mentioned that the EM committee may require assistance from ARCADIS in reviewing the CD-1 when it becomes available. Mr. Dixon asked if that would be done in FY 2009 and if so whether the funds were budgeted. Ms. Halsey said that by the middle of December the FFA parties will be making a first cut at prioritizing IFDP scope into the FFA. She is not sure what the technical assistance would gain the board. This will be a major modification to the FFA, so a formal public comment period will be required and will naturally involve the board. She thought assistance on the CD-2 might make more sense. 
FY 2009 ORSSAB Work Plan—The committee reviewed the draft FY 2009 ORSSAB work plan (Attachment 5). Mr. Murphree and Mr. Juarez noted some changes to the EM and Board Finance & Process committee work plans. The committee approved the amended work plan. Mr. Dixon said he will sign the copy that will go into the October board notebooks. Ms. Halsey said she will get Steve McCracken’s signature on it as well.
November 12 - Ms. Halsey remarked that the current choice for the November presentation [DOE Quarterly Progress Reports (QPRs)—what they are and how to read them] would be a very dry presentation, and she thought the Board Finance & Process Committee would be a better forum for it. She recommended the committee select another presentation for the November meeting. The committee reviewed a list of potential topics (Attachment 6) and elected to have Vince Adams give his groundwater presentation. As a backup, the committee selected a presentation on the Mitchell Branch collection system. 
Committee Reports
Board Finance & Process - Mr. Juarez reported that in September the committee reviewed the August/ September cost report (Attachment 7). The committee also reviewed requests for travel to the Intergovernmental Meeting with DOE.
EM - Mr. Murphree reported that in September the committee heard a presentation by Jason Darby on the Natural Resource Damage Assessment process. The committee took no action but offered to make itself available to help with the public meeting on the Black Oak Ridge conservation easement. 
The committee reviewed DOE’s response to the ORSSAB recommendation on the Remedial Investigation/Feasibility Study (RI/FS) for East Tennessee Technology Park (ETTP). The response implies that DOE will propose the use of risk-based goals in agreement with the ORSSAB recommendation even though EPA policy precludes the use of risk-based goals at ETTP. Mr. Murphree said he would ask Mr. McCracken at the October 8 ORSSAB meeting to explain if he plans to negotiate for the use of risk-based goals. 
The committee also reviewed DOE’s response to the ORSSAB recommendation on conducting future verifications of cleanup. During the review of the response  it was pointed out that independent verification would be used on transfers of property to the private sector. The response says ‘adequacy of cleanup at remediated properties not planned for transfer will still be subject to external regulatory oversight by Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation.’ Mr. Murphree said he would ask Mr. McCracken for additional clarification at the October ORSSAB meeting.
In October the committee will discuss the treatability study for the ETTP site-wide decision and develop a statement of work for technical assistance in reviewing the Bear Creek Burial Grounds RI/FS and Proposed Plan. 
Lastly, Mr. Murphree reported that he visited  Candora Marble and Mt. Olive Elementary to assess their viability as a potential venues for holding the March 2009 board meeting in the Vestal community. Candora Marble is too small. Mt. Oliver Elementary looks better. Mr. Murphree talked to the office manager, who said the school regularly makes its meeting space available to public groups. He will continue working the issue.
Public Outreach - Mr. Westervelt reported that the committee’s September meeting was held as a teleconference. He asked Ms. Halsey about the outstanding action item for DOE to send a letter to applicants who have not been seated on the board yet inviting them to join ORSSAB committees. Ms. Halsey said she had no problem with such a letter and assumed staff would write it. She suggested that it mention that public members on ORSSAB committees can vote on committee business.
Mr. Westervelt said the committee is arranging a meeting with Frank Munger of the News Sentinel to reopen dialogue with him. Up to six members may attend: one each from Stewardship and EM, three from Public Outreach, and Mr. Dixon. October 1-3 was mentioned as a good time for Mr. Westervelt and Mr. Dixon. Mr. Lundy said he would be interested in attending. Mr. Westervelt said that the purpose of the meeting would be to listen to what Mr. Munger has to say about the board and the EM program. Ms. Halsey recommended that one of the members be ready to give the board’s perspective on the EM program and talk about what the board has been doing recently. Mr. Westervelt thought it should be Mr. Dixon. 
Another thing the committee is working on is setting up a booth at the East Tennessee Chapter of the Health Physics Society’s vendors meeting on Tuesday, December 9, from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at Rothchild’s Catering & Conference Center in Knoxville. The cost for a booth is $250, but Maggie Owen thought she might be able to get a reduced rate since she is a member, or the board might be eligible for the $175 affiliate member rate. Mr. Westervelt asked Ms. Halsey if the board could consider becoming an affiliate to the Health Physics Society. Ms. Halsey was not sure, but she took an action to find out.
Stewardship - Ms. Sarten said that in September the committee talked with Oak Ridge City Manager Jim O’Connor about the city’s role in stewardship. He said it is difficult for the city to be active in the ORSSAB Stewardship Committee considering the limited funding the city has. A smaller group will meet with Mr. O’Connor to discuss the matter further. In October the committee will get a presentation on applicable, relevant, and appropriate requirements.
Other Business 
Travel Requests - The committee approved requests from Betty Jones, Maggie Owen, and Ron Murphree for travel to the 2008 Intergovernmental Meeting with DOE, Nov. 13–14, 2008, in Snowbird, Utah (Attachment 8). 
Issue Manager Guidelines - The committee reviewed a set of issue manager guidelines developed for use by ORSSAB members (Attachment 9). Mr. Murphree said the EM committee liked the guidelines and plans to add a standing agenda item to their meetings to begin discussion of the next month’s committee presentation to provide the issue manager with input for what the presentation should contain. He suggested the board consider doing so as well for the monthly board meeting presentations. 
Mr. Dixon asked if the guidelines should be incorporated into the bylaws or standing rules, but the consensus was to leave them as stand-alone guidance. 
The committee discussed using the guidelines for board presentations and agreed to designate a committee rather than a person as the issue manager. The committee can then designate an individual. Mr. Dixon said he would like to have the committee chair or the designated issue manager introduce the presenter at the board meeting. The EM committee was identified as the issue manager committee for the November board meeting presentation. 

Chairs Letter - The committee reviewed a letter to Assistant Secretary for EM James Rispoli expressing appreciation for his support of the EM SSAB and for efforts that have come to fruition under his leadership (Attachment 10). There were no objections to Mr. Dixon’s signing it, so he asked staff to transmit his signature to DOE Headquarters for placement on the letter.
Action Item Status 
Action - Mr. Murphree will ask for someone from the EM committee to be the issue manager for the presentation on the DOE QPRs. Status: closed – The action was transferred to the Board Finance & Process Committee since the QPR presentation will now be made in that committee. Mr. Murphree suggested that Tim Myrick serve as supporting issue manager and that he be invited to the committee’s November meeting where the QPRs will be discussed.
Action - Staff will make arrangements for a signed letter from the chair and a framed, signed photo of current and past members of the Stewardship Committee for Ralph Skinner. Status: open – Mr. Osborne reported that staff has had difficulty finding a good photo to use, but one has now been located. The action  should be completed in October.
Action - Ms. Halsey will find out if ORSSAB members can attend the FFA workshop. Status: open – Ms. Halsey said she’s still working on it. 
The meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m. 

Action Items
Closed
Open

1.
Ms. Halsey will see if she can get copies of the map of Oak Ridge Reservation contaminant plumes discussed by Vince Adams at the recent EM SSAB chairs meeting. 
2.
Ms. Halsey will see if Vince Adams can come to Oak Ridge to deliver his groundwater presentation.
3.
Ms. Halsey will find out if the board can become an affiliate to the Health Physics Society.
4.
The EM committee will designate an issue manager committee for the November board meeting presentation.
5.
Staff will transmit Mr. Dixon’s signature to DOE Headquarters for placement on the chairs letter.
6.
The Board Finance & Process Committee will designated an issue manager for the QPR presentation, ask Tim Myrick to serve as supporting issue manager, and invite him to the committee’s November meeting where the QPRs will be discussed.

7.
Mr. Murphree will ask for someone from the Environmental Management Committee to be the issue manager for the November presentation on the DOE Quarterly Progress Reports. Carryover item
8.
Staff will make arrangements for a signed letter from the chair and a framed, signed photo of current and past members of the Stewardship Committee for Ralph Skinner. Carryover item. Staff is working on it.
9.
Ms. Halsey will find out if ORSSAB members can attend the Federal Facility Agreement workshop. Carryover item. Status: The meeting has not been set yet, but one or two members can probably attend.
Next meeting
Thursday, October 23, 5:30 p.m., at the DOE Information Center
Attachments (10). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.

plo

4

