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Executive Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, October 1, 2009, 5:30 p.m.

DOE Information Center 
	Committee Members Present
	Others Present

	Steve Dixon

Ed Juarez, Secretary

Ron Murphree, Chair
Bob Olson
Maggie Owen

Kevin Westervelt, Vice Chair

	Pat Halsey, DOE-ORO

Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office 

AbsentADVANCE \d4
Sondra Sarten




Board Officer/DOE Comments
Ms. Halsey announced that John Eschenberg has replaced Steve McCracken as Assistant Manager for Environmental Management. He has requested appointment as the ORSSAB Deputy Designated Federal Officer. Dave Adler will continue as DOE liaison and alternate DDFO.
Monthly Board Meetings
Review of August 29 Retreat - The committee reviewed the written retreat summary (Attachment 1) and made no changes. Mr. Juarez said the Board Finance & Process Committee will start working soon to fine tune the process for selecting a facilitator, start looking for a new retreat facility, and begin developing the Friday night meeting topic. 
September 9 Meeting Follow-up - The committee reviewed the draft meeting minutes (Attachment 2) and made no changes. 
October 14 Agenda - The committee reviewed the meeting agenda (Attachment 3) and added the following recommendations. The second is a recommendation developed at the Idaho chairs meeting last week.

· Recommendation on the Fact Sheet for the Explanation of Significant Differences for the Record of Decision for Disposal of CERCLA Waste (Attachment 4).

· Inclusion of Option Periods in Department of Energy Request for Proposals (Attachment 5).
Staff was asked to send out both recommendations to board members by email and include a detailed explanation about the chairs recommendation.

Ms. Halsey said that the currently scheduled presentation for October 14 [the East Tennessee Technology Park (ETTP) Groundwater Treatability Study] will not be beneficial for the board as there is no new information to be presented since the last update the board received. She recommended instead an update on American Recovery and Reinvestment Act activities at Oak Ridge National Laboratory and the Y-12 National Security Complex. 
Mr. Osborne asked if the committee wanted to hold the November board meeting on the 11th, which is Veteran’s Day. The committee agreed that holding the meeting that date should not be a problem.
November, December Presentations - The committee reviewed the list of potential topics for meeting presentations (Attachment 6) and made selections for November and December: current mercury remediation strategy and activities, and White Oak dams, respectively.
Committee Reports
Board Finance & Process - Mr. Juarez reported that at its September meeting the committee reviewed the 2009 ORSSAB cost report (Attachment 7) and evaluated the August retreat. The committee has incorporated planning for the spring 2010 EM SSAB chairs meeting into its work plan, and anyone interested in helping is welcome to work with the Board Finance & Process Committee on it.
Mr. Dixon said that at the Idaho chairs meeting he encountered a potential problem with representing ORSSAB because he was technically no longer the chair. According to the ORSSAB bylaws, the terms of the chair, vice chair, and secretary begin on the day they were elected. Previously, when new officers were elected in August, this was not such a problem, but since the bylaws were amended to change the start date of the fiscal year and postpone election of officers to September, this presents a problem for the chair if they will be attending the fall chairs meeting. 

Mr. Dixon proposed several alternatives, such as starting new officer terms at the September Executive Committee meeting, the October board meeting, or on October 1 to match the start of the fiscal year. 
The committee discussed the issue but elected not to take action until more is known about Headquarters’ position on barring board members other than the chair from voting at chairs meetings.
EM - Mr. Olson reported that at its September meeting the committee discussed D&D activities and pond remediation at ETTP, sodium stored at ETTP, and the fact sheet on CERCLA waste cell ESD.
Public Outreach – Ms. Owen reported that at its September meeting the committee discussed participating in the annual vendors’ dinner meeting of the East Tennessee Chapter of the Health Physics Society and reviewed a list of suggestions for the Public Outreach Committee that was generated at the retreat. The committee also discussed changes to the Stakeholder Survey and obtaining access to email lists of organizations and entities that the survey could be distributed to. The committee agreed to meet in person every other month, beginning in October.
Stewardship - Ms. Halsey said that in September the committee discussed its FY 2010 work plan and will begin discussions of how to move forward with the Stewardship Education Resource Kit and the proposed stewardship workshop.
Other Business
November Committee Meeting - Because the committee’s November meeting would fall on Thanksgiving this year, the committee elected to move its meeting to December 1.
Student Representatives - The committee reviewed a list of schools from which student representative have been selected (Attachment 8) and suggested that the next students be selected from one of the following high schools: Knoxville Catholic, Christian Academy of Knoxville, Clinton, or Kingston.
FY 2010 ORSSAB Work Plan - The committee reviewed the draft work plan (Attachment 9) prior to its presentation at the October board meeting.

Administrative Decisions Requiring Approval Since the Last Committee Meeting

Requests for Travel - On August 12 an e-mail was sent to Executive Committee members asking for concurrence on requests from John Coffman and Sondra Sarten for travel to the Waste Management 2010 Symposium, March 7‑11, 2010, in Phoenix, Arizona (Attachment 10). Concurrence was received from Mr. Dixon, Mr. Lundy, Mr. Murphree, and Mr. Westervelt on August 12; and from Mr. Juarez on August 13. 
On September 29 an e-mail was sent to Executive Committee members asking for concurrence on requests from Ron Murphree, Maggie Owen, and Ted Lundy for travel to the Intergovernmental Meeting with DOE, October 21–23, 2010, in New Orleans (Attachment 11). Concurrence was received from Mr. Juarez, Mr. Murphree, Mr. Olson, Ms. Sarten, and Mr. Westervelt on September 29.

The meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m.
Action Items

Open

1.
Staff will send out the October 14 recommendations to board members by email and include a detailed explanation about the chairs recommendation.

2.
Ms. Halsey will provide Mr. Coffman with information about DOE grants and discuss the Mike Kupinski Foundation presentation with the Stewardship Committee.

3.
Ms. Halsey will arrange a presentation on the two White Oak dams. carryover item
Closed
Next meeting
Thursday, October 29, 5:30 p.m., at the DOE Information Center
Attachments (11). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.
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