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Executive Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, March 26, 2009, 5:30 p.m.

DOE Information Center
	Committee Members Present
	Others Present

	John Coffman, Secretary

Steve Dixon, Chair
Ed Juarez
Ted Lundy, Vice Chair
Ron Murphree


	Pat Halsey, DOE-ORO

Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office 

AbsentADVANCE \d4
Sondra Sarten

Kevin Westervelt



Board Officer/DOE Comments
Mr. Dixon reported that he, Mr. Juarez, Mr. Lundy, Ms. Halsey, and Spencer Gross attended the EM SSAB chairs meeting last week in Augusta, hosted by the Savannah River Site (SRS) Citizen’s Advisory Board. Mr. Dixon presented ORSSAB’s top three issues and accomplishment, and he presented two motions for the chairs to consider.

Ms. Halsey said SRS gets a lion’s share of the national EM funding and had used some of that to develop very nice films about each of their program sites. Mr. Juarez said SRS receives a budget of $2 billion, 75% of which goes to EM. 
Ms. Halsey reminded the committee that the end of the public comment period on the modification of the Federal Facility Agreement is tomorrow. Mr. Murphree distributed a draft letter to DOE supporting the modification (Attachment 1). The committee approved sending the letter under Mr. Dixon’s signature. Staff was asked to format and transmit the letter.
Monthly Board Meetings
Review of March 11 Meeting - The committee reviewed the draft meeting minutes (Attachment 2). 
April 8 - The committee reviewed the draft meeting agenda (Attachment 3). The presentation will focus on the transuranic waste treatment program. 

The committee reviewed draft recommendations on the FY 2011 Oak Ridge EM program budget request (Attachment 4). Mr. Juarez said the recommendation will be circulated to the Board Finance & Process and Executive committees for review prior to the board meeting.
May 13 - The committee reviewed the list of potential topics for the meeting presentation (Attachment 5). Ms. Halsey reported that the Board Finance & Process Committee was interested in inviting someone from the Consortium for Risk Evaluation with Stakeholder Participation discuss how the consortium comes up with risk-based prioritizations and how they make decisions about stakeholder involvement. The committee agreed with the idea. As a backup, the committee elected to request a presentation on details of American Reinvestment and Recovery Act funding for DOE-Oak Ridge EM, and an overview of the specific scopes of work for the projects being funded. 
Committee Reports
Board Finance & Process - Mr. Juarez reported that at its March meeting the committee reviewed the 2009 ORSSAB cost report (Attachment 6). Costs are in line with expectations. The committee discussed travel funding and feels that upcoming trips will be funded without problem. 
The committee also discussed the board’s annual planning retreat, which has been set for Saturday, August 29, at RT Lodge in Maryville. Members will be able to spend the night before the retreat, even though there is no formal meeting planned for Friday. Some sort of informal meeting will have to be arranged in order for DOE to provide travel funding to cover the lodging costs. DOE can only pay the per diem rate for the hotel, though, so members will have to make up the difference of the room cost. It was also suggested that the August 12 board meeting be transformed from a regular board meeting into a casual dinner at the DOE Information Center, with a short board meeting followed by a facilitated discussion of the results of the facilitator questions and/or an assessment of board goals.

Lastly, the committee agreed to purchase copies of “The Reporter’s Handbook on Nuclear Materials, Energy, and Waste Management,” which was distributed at the recent chairs meeting.
EM - Mr. Murphree reported that in March the committee met with the Stewardship Committee to hear about the FY 2011 EM budget, American Reinvestment and Recovery Act funding, and the Federal Facility Agreement modification. The committee also heard about the Building 3026 Time Critical Removal Action to demolish the wooden structure of the building, which is currently without an operating fire protection system. In April the committee will look into expansion of the EM Waste Management Facility and the sorting and segregating process used to disposition materials going into the facility.

Public Outreach - Mr. Osborne reported that at its March meeting the committee discussed upcoming presentations to the Alcoa Kiwanis Club, Hardin Valley Academy, Oak Ridge High School, and Oak Ridger editor Darrell Richardson. Planning for the April 25 Oak Ridge Earth Day festival is also underway.
Stewardship - No report.
Other Business
Membership - Ms. Halsey discussed a table showing appointment dates for ORSSAB members (Attachment 7). Reappointment letters have gone out to the eleven members who requested reappointment.
The meeting adjourned at 6:50 p.m. 

Action Items

Closed
1.
Staff will format and transmit the letter to DOE on modification of the Federal Facility Agreement.

Open
Next meeting
Thursday, April 23, 5:30 p.m., at the DOE Information Center
Attachments (7). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.
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