
[image: image1.png]



Executive Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, May 28, 2009, 5:30 p.m.

DOE Information Center
	Committee Members Present
	Others Present

	Steve Dixon, Chair
Ed Juarez
Ted Lundy, Vice Chair
Ron Murphree

Kevin Westervelt

	Pat Halsey, DOE-ORO

Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office 

AbsentADVANCE \d4
John Coffman, Secretary

Sondra Sarten




Board Officer/DOE Comments
Ms. Halsey made four announcements:

· She and Mr. Osborne are attending the DDFO/Federal Coordinator’s meeting being held June 15–16 in Washington, D.C. She asked if committee members had issues regarding board support that they would like to have her include in her presentation. None were mentioned.
· She has fact sheets for the 24 ARRA projects and will get them to board members in the June 10 meeting packets. She will include base program project fact sheets as well.

· Inés Triay as been approved as the new EM-1.

· At the last board meeting, a member of the public, Bill Tewes, made a plea for establishing an oral history interview process for persons having knowledge of classified material. Steve McCracken asked her to pursue it, and she has agreed to do so. 

Monthly Board Meetings
Review of May 13 Meeting - The committee reviewed the draft meeting minutes (Attachment 1) and agreed there were no issues regarding the presentation that required follow up. Ms. Halsey asked if the committee wished to continue reviewing the previous board meeting presentation. Mr. Dixon said yes. 
Mr. Murphree said that Mr. McCracken’s comments at the meeting regarding the north tower of the K-25 building made him wonder when the board would learn more about the details. Ms. Halsey said she and Steve Stow were at the recent consulting parties meetings. She heard that the existing Memorandum of Agreement has to be terminated and accepted by the parties before new mitigation actions can be discussed through the consulting parties process. DOE will always keep the SSAB informed when the consulting parties meetings are to be held. At the meeting about half of the people supported a manned center at the site; about a quarter supported something at the museum. 
June 10 - The committee reviewed the draft meeting agenda (Attachment 2). The presentation will focus on the Consortium for Risk Evaluation with Stakeholder Participation. 
The committee approved placing on the June 10 agenda the “Recommendation on Providing Information in the DOE Quarterly Project Reviews” (Attachment 3). Mr. Juarez asked staff to email the recommendation to board members and ask them to respond with any comments by June 4 in order to make the approval process at the board meeting work smoothly.
July 8 Presentation - Ms. Halsey said Dave Adler has actively taken on pursuing the mercury presentation with the Office of Science. For the July presentation, he recommended the TDEC annual report to the public. The committee agreed to the suggestion and then reviewed the list of potential presentation topics (Attachment 4) for a back-up if the TDEC presentation is not available. Mr. Dixon asked if something on the landfills would be good. Mr. Murphree said the EM committee had a presentation on the CERCLA landfill last month and is developing a recommendation on the subject. The Executive Committee elected to request a presentation updating what was presented to the EM committee but also including discussion other the other landfills EM uses. Mr. Murphree agreed to serve as issue manager. 
Mr. Westervelt mentioned that the Public Outreach Committee met with the editor of the Roane County News this week, and she mentioned her concerns about the health effects of living near the Oak Ridge Reservation. Ms. Halsey said ATSDR has published eight or nine reports on health assessments. She offered to see if a presentation on them can be arranged. 
Committee Reports
Board Finance & Process - Mr. Juarez reported that at its May meeting the committee reviewed the 2009 ORSSAB cost report (Attachment 5). The committee also discussed a travel request, travel opportunities, FY 2011 EM budget guidance, and fact sheets for the ARRA projects. Retreat planning is on hold until the new board support contract is awarded. 
EM - Mr. Murphree reported that in May the committee heard a presentation on the hydrofracture wells and monitoring of the reservation sentinel wells. There was also a brief update on Trench 13 in Melton Valley. Next month the committee will discuss the stability of materials in the Bear Creek Burial Grounds and the long-term plan for that material, and hear an update on East Tennessee Technology Park cleanup activities. 
Public Outreach - Mr. Westervelt reported that instead of a teleconference in May the committee met in Kingston at the offices of the Roane County News. He, Steve Stow, and ORSSAB staff met with the paper’s editor and then held a short business meeting in editor’s conference room. Several topics were discussed: three presentations have been given recently; stakeholder survey comments from Ms. Halsey have been incorporated; the July Advocate newsletter is in development; and museum upgrades have been put off until Mr. Osborne returns from Washington, where he will do some research on interactive displays. 
The committee also talked about Mr. Dixon’s idea for an ARRA jobs fact sheet. Ms. Halsey said she will work with DOE Public Affairs to see if they can publish a fact sheet on how to find ARRA-related jobs. 
Lastly, Mr. Westervelt said Secret City Festival staffing may be short. Mr. Dixon suggested putting the sign-up sheet at each member’s place at the board meeting.
Stewardship - Ms. Halsey reported that in May the committee heard a presentation on a proposed stewardship implementation plan. The idea for the plan was a recommendation from the board in 2004, but it was put on the back burner after the committee’s DOE liaison said a directive from Gerald Boyd would be a better idea. Since then, new guidance from DOE-Headquarters has been issued so that Oak Ridge can no longer have its own directives. The Oak Ridge EM program is therefore going back to the implementation plan concept and is working on an early draft to bring it up to date. 
Other Business
Chairs Letters - The committee reviewed a chairs letter that had been discussed at the recent chairs meeting in Augusta: “Green Initiative for Recyclable Metals Within the DOE Complex” (Attachment 6). Mr. Dixon said that Headquarters expects chairs letters to be approved by a board’s entire membership before the chair signs it. In the past the ORSSAB Executive Committee had approved the ORSSAB chair signing at his pleasure. Mr. Dixon was not comfortable with the new direction and asked Ms. Halsey to discuss the approval process at the upcoming DDFO/Federal Coordinator’s meeting.

Mr. Dixon asked Ms. Halsey what her issues are with the letter. She said that it accomplishes nothing for the local DOE site to have responsibility for recycling; it will take Headquarters initiative to make things happen. 
Mr. Dixon recommended that staff draft a letter to Headquarters stating that we disagree with the recommendation and will not be signing it. The letter should be circulated to the Executive Committee for comment before transmittal to Headquarters.

The committee reviewed a draft chairs letter that was circulated for preliminary comments to the SSABs in advance of the next chairs meeting: “Potential Advice from the SSAB to EM-1 Regarding a National Waste Repository” (Attachment 7). Mr. Murphree said he thought it was beyond the purview of the SSAB charter. Ms. Halsey noted that only Hanford, Idaho, and Savannah River have high-level waste applicable for the repository. Mr. Dixon suggested writing a separate letter to Headquarters stating that the recommendation is out of our scope. 
Travel Request - The committee approved a request from Mr. Osborne for travel for the DDFO/Federal Coordinator’s meeting to be held June 15–16 in Washington, D.C. (Attachment 8).

Action Item Status 

Action: Ms. Halsey will get someone from DOE to talk to the board about White Oak Dam. Status: open – Ms. Halsey asked which dam the board wants to hear about: the weir at White Oak Lake or the dam at the base of Clinch River. EM has jurisdiction over the base dam but not the one the highway goes across. Mr. Dixon said both, but focus on the one that controls the principal area of contamination. Ms. Halsey said they’re equally bad. 
Action: Ms. Halsey will check with the Office of Science regarding the mercury presentation. Status: pending – Dave Adler is checking on it.
Action: Ms. Halsey will see to it that the May 13 ARRA board presentation includes a project-by-project summary sheet. Status: pending – Will be closed with distribution of materials in the June 10 packets.
Action: Ms. Halsey will look into whether DOE-related activities are having a negative impact on industrial growth in the region because of the difficulty industry has in obtaining air permits from EPA. Status: pending – Ms. Halsey said she had nothing to report. Mr. Dixon wondered if TDEC would monitor that situation. Ms. Halsey said the Local Oversight Committee has tried to address it with TDEC, but TDEC only keeps records of permits, not actual combined releases of all permitees. Mr. Murphree noted that it is EPA not TDEC that permits air. Ms. Halsey said she will pursue the issue with them.
The meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m.
Action Items

Open

1.
Staff will email the QPR recommendation to board members and ask them to respond with any comments by June 4.

2.
Ms. Halsey will see if a presentation on the ATSDR health assessments can be arranged.

3.
Ms. Halsey will discuss the chairs letter approval process at the upcoming DDFO/Federal Coordinator’s meeting.
4.
Staff will generate the letters to Headquarters regarding the chairs letters.
5.
Ms. Halsey will get someone from DOE to talk to the board about White Oak Dam. carryover item
6.
Ms. Halsey will check with the Office of Science regarding the mercury presentation. carryover item
7.
Ms. Halsey will see to it that the May 13 ARRA board presentation includes a project-by-project summary sheet. carryover item
8.
Ms. Halsey will look into whether DOE-related activities are having a negative impact on industrial growth in the region because of the difficulty industry has in obtaining air permits from EPA. carryover item
Closed
Next meeting
Thursday, June 25, 5:30 p.m., at the DOE Information Center
Attachments (8). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.
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