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Executive Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, June 25, 2009, 5:30 p.m.

DOE Information Center 
	Committee Members Present
	Others Present

	Steve Dixon, Chair
Ed Juarez
Ted Lundy, Vice Chair
Ron Murphree


	Pat Halsey, DOE-ORO

Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office 

AbsentADVANCE \d4
John Coffman, Secretary

Sondra Sarten

Kevin Westervelt



Board Officer/DOE Comments
Mr. Lundy said that he will lead a discussion about the gap between scientific and engineering disciplines, as they relate to DOE, at the pre-retreat meeting at RT Lodge on Friday, August 28.
Ms. Halsey made two announcements:

· Bill Bass did not accept reappointment to the board. Bob Hatcher, who has been attending the Environmental Management (EM) Committee meetings, will be appointed by Steve McCracken to fill the position. 
· She received guidance from DOE-Headquarters recently on participation of the SSAB, stakeholders, and regulators in EM budget requests. A major change is that sites are not to share funding targets with stakeholders because the targets are embargoed. Ms. Halsey said she thought that the Quarterly Progress Report (QPR) type information ORSSAB will begin receiving soon will help assuage the board’s concerns about this change in guidance.

Mr. Murphree asked when the board would receive a response from DOE on the qpr recommendation. Ms. Halsey said she will share a first draft of that information with the Board Finance & Process Committee. Mr. Juarez asked that Ms. Halsey share it with the Executive Committee as well. 
Monthly Board Meetings
June 10 Meeting Follow-up - The committee reviewed the draft meeting minutes (Attachment 1) and agreed there were no issues regarding the presentation that required follow up beyond what Mr. Lundy will discuss at the retreat pre-meeting on August 28. Mr. Murphree asked if the committee will take any action on the suggestions Dan Axelrod made at the meeting regarding a senior center and the stakeholder report on stewardship. Ms. Halsey said DOE is considering some of Mr. Axelrod’s stewardship suggestions, so he could be written a letter to that effect. The committee agreed that the issue be referred to the Stewardship Committee. Mr. Dixon asked staff to draft a letter to Mr. Axelrod and send it to Executive Committee members for comment. 
July 8 - The committee reviewed the draft meeting agenda (Attachment 2). The presentation will focus on DOE’s landfills. Three additions were made to the agenda: introduction of new member Bob Hatcher, election of the nominating committee, and two consecutive absences by John Coffman and Chuck Jensen. 
The committee approved placing on the agenda the “Recommendation on Expansion of the CERCLA Waste Facility and Sorting and Segregating of Wastes Destined for the Facility” (Attachment 3) after Mr. Murphree reworks some of the wording with EM committee members. Mr. Dixon asked that the recommendation be emailed to board members prior to the July 8 meeting, in addition to putting it in the notebooks. 
August 12 - Ms. Halsey mentioned that the retreat planning committee is proposing that the August board meeting be a very informal dinner meeting to discuss with the retreat facilitator the results of the board member survey. 
Committee Reports
Board Finance & Process - Mr. Juarez reported that at its June meeting the committee reviewed the 2009 ORSSAB cost report (Attachment 4). The committee also discussed budget guidance and retreat planning. The committee will discuss retreat planning in depth with the facilitator at the committee’s July meeting. 
EM - Mr. Murphree reported that in June the committee discussed the stability of materials in the Bear Creek Burial Grounds and the long-term fate for that material. A white paper was done on the materials; two of the EM committee members have volunteered to review it. The committee also heard an update on East Tennessee Technology Park cleanup activities. Cost projections for K-25 demolition have actually gone down some. Next month the committee will discuss TSCAI closure. 
Public Outreach - Mr. Osborne said the July Advocate newsletter should be out next week. At its June teleconference the committee debriefed from the Secret City Festival and discussed upgrades to the ORSSAB exhibit at the American Museum of Science and Energy. 
Stewardship - No report.
Other Business
New Member Orientation - Ms. Halsey invited members to attend the orientation for new member Bob Hatcher on July 8 at 5:00 p.m.. 
Action Item Status 

Action: Ms. Halsey will see if a presentation on the ATSDR health assessments can be arranged. Status: open – Ms. Halsey said she has not been able to find a contact person yet.

Action: Ms. Halsey will discuss the chairs letter approval process at the upcoming DDFO/Federal Coordinator’s meeting. Status: open – Ms. Halsey said she was not able to attend the meeting. She asked how long to wait on comments on the chairs letter that was distributed at the June 10 board meeting. Mr. Dixon said that he has not received any response on his request for comments, so his response letter (also distributed June 10) is ready to be sent out. Ms. Halsey concurred. 
Action: Ms. Halsey will get someone from DOE to talk to the board about White Oak Dam. Status: open – Ms. Halsey said Dave Adler asked which dam to discuss. Mr. Dixon said both. 
Action: Ms. Halsey will check with the Office of Science regarding the mercury presentation. Status: pending – Dave Adler is checking on it.
Action: Ms. Halsey will see to it that the May 13 ARRA board presentation includes a project-by-project summary sheet. Status: closed
Action: Ms. Halsey will look into whether DOE-related activities are having a negative impact on industrial growth in the region because of the difficulty industry has in obtaining air permits from EPA. Status: pending – Ms. Halsey said she will check on it.
The meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m.
Action Items

Open

1.
Ms. Halsey said she will share a first draft of the DOE response to the board’s qpr recommendation with the Board Finance & Process and Executive Committees.
2.
Staff will draft a letter to Mr. Axelrod and send it to Executive Committee members for comment..
3.
Mr. Murphree will rework some of the wording with EM committee members on the “Recommendation on Expansion of the CERCLA Waste Facility and Sorting and Segregating of Wastes Destined for the Facility.” Staff will email the recommendation to board members prior to the July 8 meeting, in addition to putting it in the notebooks.
4.
Ms. Halsey will see if a presentation on the ATSDR health assessments can be arranged.


5.
Ms. Halsey will discuss the chairs letter approval process at the upcoming DDFO/Federal Coordinator’s meeting.
6.
Ms. Halsey will get someone from DOE to talk to the board about White Oak Dam. carryover item
7.
Ms. Halsey will check with the Office of Science regarding the mercury presentation. carryover item
8.
Ms. Halsey will look into whether DOE-related activities are having a negative impact on industrial growth in the region because of the difficulty industry has in obtaining air permits from EPA. carryover item
Closed
1.
Staff will generate the letters to Headquarters regarding the chairs letters.
2.
Ms. Halsey will see to it that the May 13 ARRA board presentation includes a project-by-project summary sheet.
Next meeting
Thursday, July 23, 5:30 p.m., at the DOE Information Center
Attachments (4). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.
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