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Executive Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, July 23, 2009, 5:30 p.m.

DOE Information Center 
	Committee Members Present
	Others Present

	John Coffman, Secretary

Steve Dixon, Chair
Ed Juarez
Ted Lundy, Vice Chair

	Pat Halsey, DOE-ORO

Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office 

AbsentADVANCE \d4
Ron Murphree

Sondra Sarten

Kevin Westervelt



Board Officer/DOE Comments
Ms. Halsey announced that the major modification to the Federal Facility Agreement has been signed, ending the dispute with the regulators. Appendix J now goes out from 2012 to 2036. 
Ms. Halsey said that DOE-Headquarters is expecting Oak Ridge to host the Spring 2010 chairs meeting, so this will need to be factored into the FY 2010 ORSSAB budget. 
Mr. Coffman mentioned that representatives from the Mike Kupinski Foundation made a presentation at a recent EM Advisory Board meeting at DOE-Headquarters. The foundation has set up an engineering camp for 8th graders at Badger Camp in Wisconsin, and Mr. Coffman would like to set up a similar camp here, partnering perhaps with the University of Tennessee. Mr. Coffman would like to have someone from the foundation give a presentation to one of the ORSSAB committees to help raise awareness about the foundation. 

Ms. Halsey recommended that the presentation be made to the Stewardship Committee. She suggested that Oak Ridge National Laboratory has a couple of programs that might tie in with the foundation’s work, and Environmental Management (EM) has a grant that may tie in as well. She offered to provide Mr. Coffman with information. 

Monthly Board Meetings
July 8 Meeting Follow-up - The committee reviewed the draft meeting minutes (Attachment 1) and agreed there were no issues regarding the presentation that required follow up other than what the EM committee is pursuing. However, Mr. Dixon said he was concerned about the number of open DOE action items. 
August 12 Agenda - The committee reviewed the meeting agenda (Attachment 2) and made no changes. 
August 28 Roundtable - The committee discussed the roundtable meeting to discuss the Reporter’s Handbook on Nuclear Materials, Energy, and Waste Management, which was prepared by the Consortium for Risk Evaluation with Stakeholder Participation. Mr. Osborne explained that the roundtable will be held in the RT Lodge “Boardroom,” which is a private dining area with comfortable chairs. Mr. Dixon asked if dinner will be provided. Ms. Halsey said members will be able to order off the menu.
August 29 Agenda - The committee reviewed the meeting agenda (Attachment 3) and made no changes. 
September 9 Presentation - The committee reviewed the list of potential topics for the meeting presentation (Attachment 4) and made two selections: mercury at Y-12 or the White Oak dams.
Committee Reports
Board Finance & Process - Mr. Juarez reported that at its July meeting the committee reviewed the 2009 ORSSAB cost report (Attachment 5) and discussed retreat planning with the facilitator. The committee concurred with funding travel for Mr. Lundy and Mr. Osborne, plus two as-yet unidentified members, should others be interested in attending. The committee also reviewed a mock-up table of DOE’s proposed response to ORSSAB’s recommendation requesting certain information contained in the DOE Quarterly Project Reviews. When finalized, the table will first be given to the Board Finance & Process each quarter, which will send actions on to the Executive Committee or the board.
EM - No report. 
Public Outreach - Mr. Osborne said that at its July teleconference the committee discussed upgrades to the ORSSAB exhibit at the American Museum of Science and Energy and reviewed its FY 2009 accomplishments. Kevin Westervelt will be drafting an editorial to send to local papers in August. 
Stewardship - Ms. Halsey said that in July the committee discussed applicable or relevant and appropriate requirements for stewardship, which is an issue John Owsley proposed at the last retreat.

Other Business
Requests for Travel - The committee approved requests for travel to the fall EM SSAB chairs meeting from Mr. Lundy and Mr. Osborne (Attachment 6). Mr. Dixon said he would like to attend as well and will submit a request similar to Mr. Lundy’s. The committee approved his request.
Emailing Recommendations to Members - The committee discussed emailing all draft ORSSAB recommendations to board members before the recommendations go out in the monthly notebooks. Mr. Juarez suggested going forward with the process. The committee agreed. 
2009 Committee Accomplishments - The committee reviewed its list of FY 2008 accomplishments and tasks to carry over into FY 2009 (Attachment 7) and discussed several additions and changes to the list in order to make it current for this fiscal year.
August Committee Meeting - Because the committee’s August meeting would fall so close to the retreat, the committee elected to cancel its meeting and conduct any necessary business by email.
Action Item Status 

Action 1: Ms. Halsey will share a first draft of the DOE response to the board’s Quarterly Project Review recommendation with the Board Finance & Process and Executive Committees. Status: closed – Ms. Halsey said she presented the draft response table at this evening’s Board Finance & Process Committee meeting.
Action 2: Ms. Halsey will see if a presentation on the ATSDR health assessments can be arranged. Status: closed – Mr. Osborne said the Public Outreach Committee has decided not to pursue a presentation at this time but would like to keep the topic on the potential presentations list. 
Action 3: Ms. Halsey will discuss the chairs letter approval process at the upcoming DDFO/Federal Coordinator’s meeting. Status: closed – Ms. Halsey said she was unable to attend the meeting, but the topic will be discussed at the Idaho chairs meeting. 
Action 4: Ms. Halsey will get someone from DOE to talk to the board about White Oak Dam. Status: open – Ms. Halsey said she knows who will give the presentation and will work on getting it arranged.
Action 5: Ms. Halsey will check with the Office of Science regarding the mercury presentation. Status: open - Ms. Halsey said a presentation will most likely be ready in September.
Action 6: Ms. Halsey will look into whether DOE-related activities are having a negative impact on industrial growth in the region because of the difficulty industry has in obtaining air permits from EPA. Status: closed – Ms. Halsey said that this is a state issue, but the state is not really looking into the cumulative effects, so it’s virtually impossible to address this action.
The meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m.
Action Items

Open

1.
Ms. Halsey will provide Mr. Coffman with information about DOE grants and discuss the Mike Kupinski Foundation presentation with the Stewardship Committee.

2.
Ms. Halsey will get someone from DOE to talk to the board about White Oak Dam. carryover item
3.
Ms. Halsey will check with the Office of Science regarding the mercury presentation. carryover item
Closed
1.
Ms. Halsey will share a first draft of the DOE response to the board’s qpr recommendation with the Board Finance & Process and Executive Committees.

2.
Ms. Halsey will see if a presentation on the ATSDR health assessments can be arranged.


3.
Ms. Halsey will discuss the chairs letter approval process at the upcoming DDFO/Federal Coordinator’s meeting.
4.
Ms. Halsey will look into whether DOE-related activities are having a negative impact on industrial growth in the region because of the difficulty industry has in obtaining air permits from EPA.
Next meeting
Thursday, September 24, 5:30 p.m., at the DOE Information Center
Attachments (7). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.
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