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	Darryl Bonner

Steve Dixon

Betty Jones

Ed Juarez, Secretary

Ron Murphree, Chair

Bob Olson


	Pat Halsey, DOE-ORO

Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office 

AbsentADVANCE \d4
Kevin Westervelt, Vice Chair



Board Officer/DOE Comments
Mr. Murphree said planning is complete for the spring chairs meeting, so the planning committee canceled its last meeting since everything seems to be in order.
Monthly Board Meetings
March 9 Presentation Issues - The committee discussed the presentation, which was on the results of the study to reexamine options for down-blending uranium-233 in Building 3019. Mr. Olson said the EM committee wants to write a recommendation on it, first lauding the change but also cautioning about the dangers of down‑blending in the middle of Oak Ridge National Laboratory. Mr. Murphree agreed, saying it will be safer to move the material by truck than by piping it to the Transuranic Waste Processing Center. Mr. Bonner said there are some aspects of the study that still remain unresolved, so it may be premature to think we know what the true costs and issues associated with the change in direction will be. 
Mr. Olson said another recommendation the committee may make is related to the Molten Salt Reactor. He would like to know what the problem was in the clogged pipe. Ms. Halsey said she thinks the problem has been discovered, and she offered to find out.
April 13 - The committee reviewed the draft meeting agenda (Attachment 1). The presentation will be an update on the FY 2013 DOE-Oak Ridge EM budget request. 
The committee reviewed two draft recommendations that will be presented at the April meeting: 
· “Recommendation to Establish a Site Transition Process Upon Completion of Remediation at Ongoing Mission Sites” (Attachment 2)
· “Recommendation on the Decision Process for Siting a Second CERCLA Waste Disposal Facility” (Attachment 3)
Mr. Murphree suggested that an additional bullet be added to the second recommendation, reading: “Incorporate recycling strategies into the cleanup programs to reduce the waste stream to the new disposal facility.” The committee agreed with the addition. 
The committee agreed that both recommendations were ready to go forward to the board for consideration for approval. 
May 9 - The committee reviewed a list of potential topics for the meeting presentation (Attachment 4). Mr. Murphree suggested anomalies in Melton Valley groundwater samples. Mr. Olson said it’s on the April EM committee agenda. Mr. Murphree suggested the American Nuclear site. It’s a state Superfund site, but the board could recommend that DOE assist if a presentation led the board toward that position. 
Ms. Halsey said the historical preservation reports presentation may be available, or an update to the entire board on well sampling. The committee concurred with those suggestions.
Committee Reports
Board Finance & Process - Mr. Dixon reported that the main topic of its March meeting was retreat planning. The committee began work on a first draft agenda, which it will discuss in April and then pass it on to the Executive Committee. In other business, the committee reviewed the current ORSSAB cost report (Attachment 5) and reviewed the government estimate of the FY 2012 ORSSAB budget request. 
EM - Mr. Olson reported that at its March meeting the committee heard a presentation on Corehole 8/Tank W‑1A removal and discussed the hillside north of the tank, which is contaminated. The committee will recommend removing any contamination in piping as it is found, as opposed to grouting piping in place. 

Mr. Olson asked if the Em committee can pre-elect a new chair to take over when his term on the board expires in June. Ms. Halsey said there’s nothing to restrict it. Mr. Murphree said he would assume that the vice chair would take over.
Public Outreach - Ms. Jones reported that in March the committee discussed the six‑month planning calendar, the Oak Ridge Earth Day booth, the Advocate newsletter, and the upcoming meeting with the Oak Ridge city manager. 
Stewardship - Mr. Bonner reported that at its March meeting the committee discussed completion of the white paper on the National Priority List site boundary redefinition and considered a draft recommendation on the site transition fact sheet for DOE EM. Steve Stow was elected vice chair. 
Mr. Bonner said there is no topic for the committee’s April meeting, so members might attend the EM committee meeting instead. Ms. Halsey said the National Priority List site boundary redefinition might still be a good topic to discuss, as she thinks the Federal Facility agreement stipulates that if contamination below two feet is found, it has to be removed. She offered to check that fact and get back to Mr. Bonner. 
Other Business
Spring Chairs Meeting Topics - Mr. Murphree reviewed the “top three issues” to be presented at the spring chairs meeting: 
1.
Current budget…emphasizing the risks that are not being addressed because of insufficient funding, rather than talking about specific dollar amounts and missed milestones. 
2.
Long-term budget…talking about adopting a DOE complex-wide risk-based methodology for determining budget allocations. Current risk determinations stem from the prioritization that Headquarters uses, which places tank wastes at the top of the risk pyramid. The prioritization is based on curies, which is a problem at Hanford where the tanks are leaking, but there is little concern for hydrology factored into the prioritization, which is a big factor for Oak Ridge.
3.
Potential offsite releases…focusing on ongoing issues of contamination moving offsite, with no reasonable plan to address it any time in the near future. Risk to environment should also take into consideration whether the risk is to “snakes and sand” or humans and water bodies. Relative population levels also should factor in. 
For the board accomplishment, Mr. Murphree suggested the new member recruitment drive.
For the board activity, Mr. Murphree suggested the EM budget workshop.

Travel - The committee reviewed a calendar of other SSABs’ 2011 meetings (Attachment 6), which Mr. Juarez had suggested be prepared so that ORSSAB members could consider attending other SSABs’ meetings to see how they function. 

Mr. Murphree mentioned that Oak Ridge will be featured at next year’s Waste Management Symposium in Phoenix, so the board will need to start planning for it soon. Ms. Halsey said the responsibility for coordination has landed on her. She has asked Lance Mezga to help by coming up with people to participate from Oak Ridge National Laboratory and Y-12 so it’s not just EM. 

Action Items
Open
1.
Ms. Halsey will find out what the problem was in the clogged pipe at the Molten Salt Reactor.

2.
Ms. Halsey will advise Mr. Bonner whether the Federal Facility agreement stipulates that if contamination below two feet is found, it has to be removed. 
3.
Staff, Mr. Murphree, and Ms. Halsey will address suggestions made for new member orientation and training. Pending. Staff is fleshing out the outline
4.
Ms. Halsey will ask Cate Brennan about whether someone can give a presentation on the Assistant Secretary’s “Journey to Excellence” document. Carryover from January 27
5.
Staff will assist Mr. Murphree in putting together a recommendation on streamlining the waste characterization process. Pending. Background and discussion provided to Mr. Murphree
Closed
1.
Mr. Murphree will write up the spring chairs meeting topics and present them to the Executive Committee at its March meeting. 
Next meeting
Thursday, April 28, 5:30 p.m., at the DOE Information Center
Attachments (6). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.









1

