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Greg Paulus 
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	Dave Adler, DOE
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Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office 
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Chuck Jensen, Secretary

Ed Juarez, Vice Chair 

 


Board Officer/DOE Comments
None
Monthly Board Meetings
February 8 Review - The committee discussed the presentation given by Alan Stokes on the Oak Ridge budget and prioritization process. Mr. Mulvenon noted that any ORSSAB recommendation on the FY 2014 Oak Ridge Environmental Management (EM) Program budget would have to be voted on at the April 11 board meeting in order to be considered in time by DOE. Mr. Paulus added that the ORSSAB EM Budget & Prioritization Committee met today and will meet again a couple of more times.
March 14 - The committee reviewed the draft meeting agenda (Attachment 1). The presentation will focus on East Tennessee Technology Park cleanup. Mr. Adler said DOE may have to switch out the presentation, though, depending on the presenter’s health. 
Mr. Osborne remarked that the board’s Federal Coordinator has asked the Executive Committee to consider starting the board meeting break earlier in the evening or eliminate it entirely. Ms. Owen said she preferred to keep the break. Mr. Hatcher suggested moving it to immediately after the presentation question and answer period. The committee concurred. 
The committee discussed whether to assign issue managers for board meeting presentations, as in done in the standing committees. Mr. Adler recommended that Executive Committee members give him their thoughts on what presenters should discuss, and he will impart that to the presenters. The committee concurred. 

The committee reviewed the “Recommendation on Abatement of Mercury Contamination at the Y-12 National Security Complex and Within the City of Oak Ridge” (Attachment 2). Mr. Mulvenon said he thought the background and discussion sections of the recommendation are fine, but the actual recommendations are not. The second sentences of the first and second bullets are unnecessary, as are the last three bullets entirely. The last bullet, in fact, conflicts with statements made in the Record of Decision for Lower East Fork Poplar Creek.

Mr. Hatcher said it might be better to move the first sentence of the second bullet to just before the first sentence of the first bullet, and then delete the second sentence of the first bullet, as recommended. The third bullet could be kept and the rest of the bullets discarded. These changes would have to go before the EM committee for concurrence, however. Mr. Stow questioned whether the recommendation is even necessary. Mr. Adler said that there is definitely merit for the board to weigh in on cleanup priorities, such as mercury abatement.

The Executive Committee agreed to send the recommendation back to committee.
April 11 - The presentation will be an update on the U-233 project. Mr. Stow said he understands that mercury and perhaps beryllium have been found in the 3000 area at Oak Ridge National Laboratory, and he wondered if the board could get a presentation on the issue. Mr. Adler said he will investigate and report to the board during the March board meeting. 
Committee Reports
Board Finance & Process - Mr. Paulus reported that at its meeting earlier this evening the committee reviewed the current ORSSAB cost report (Attachment 3). The committee reviewed the ORSSAB FY 2013 budget request and recommended approval of travel to the chairs meeting in Paducah, with the stipulation that travelers be encouraged to drive or carpool. The committee also discussed facilitation for the annual planning meeting and agreed to go forward with the current facilitator but see if the number of billable hours can be reduced. 
EM – Mr. Hatcher reported that at its February meeting the committee heard a presentation on groundwater remediation planning for Bethel and Melton valleys. The committee decided not to make any recommendations on it at this time. The committee also reviewed the draft mercury abatement recommendation and identified potential issues for discussion at the spring chairs meeting. Many of the committee members will be out of town in March, so the committee’s March meeting may be canceled. 
Public Outreach - Ms. Jones reported that the committee held its teleconference on February 21 and discussed its six-month planning calendar, participation in the Oak Ridge Earth Day event, quarterly editorials, the Advocate newsletter editorial plan, social media, and topics for the chairs meeting. 
Stewardship - Mr. Stow said the Stewardship Committee provided input to Ron Murphree on his panel presentation at the upcoming Waste Management Symposium in Phoenix, and it generated issues for the chairs meeting. 
Other Business
Travel Requests - The committee approved a group request for travel to the spring SSAB chairs meeting in Paducah from David Martin, Ed Juarez, David Hemelright, and Corkie Staley (Attachment 4), with the stipulation that travelers be encouraged to drive or carpool.

FY 2013 Budget Request - The committee discussed the ORSSAB FY 2013 budget request (Attachment 5). Mr. Hatcher remarked that while there is $8K budgeted for technical advice in FY 2012 for the EM committee, it may be necessary for the committee to request $20K in FY 2013. The Executive Committee accepted the addition and voted to approve the amended FY 2013 budget request. 
Spring Chairs Meeting - The committee reviewed suggestions from the standing ORSSAB committees for issues, accomplishments, and activities to be discussed at the spring chairs meeting in Paducah (Attachment 6). Mr. Osborne reported that during tonight’s Board Finance & Process Committee meeting, David Martin recommended that one of the issues be the length of time it takes to get new members through the Headquarters approval process. Mr. Martin says it’s cross-cutting issue for all the SSABs. Mr. Hatcher noted that since both the EM and Stewardship committees have endorsed the stewardship topic that it should be given consideration. 
Mr. Osborne mentioned that Headquarters is requesting that each SSAB discuss only two issues during its five minutes of the chairs meeting round robin. It could be two issues, or an accomplishment and an activity, or any combination of two things. 
The Executive Committee elected to focus on long-term stewardship as the board’s issue and development of the white paper on EM challenges on the Oak Ridge Reservation as its accomplishment. 
Administrative Decisions Requiring Approval Since the Last Committee Meeting
Annual Planning Meeting Location and Costs - On January 27 an e-mail was sent to Executive Committee members requesting approval on FY 2012 annual planning meeting location and costs, as presented at the January 26 Executive Committee meeting. Approval was received from Mr. Hatcher, Ms. Owen, and Mr. Stow on January 27, and from Mr. Juarez on January 28. 
Request for Travel - On February 1 an e-mail was sent to Executive Committee members asking for approval on requests from David Hemelright, David Martin, Fay Martin, Gloria Mei, Maggie Owen for travel to the Nevada National Security Site and the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (Attachment 7). Concurrence was received from Ms. Jones, Ms. Owen, Mr. Paulus, and Mr. Stow on Feb. 2, and from Mr. Hatcher on Feb. 3. 
Expenditure Requests - On February 1, an expenditure request from the Public Outreach Committee was sent via e-mail to the Executive Committee requesting funds to pay for warranty extensions for the three touch-screen monitors at the ORSSAB exhibit in the American Museum of Science and Energy (Attachment 8). Approval of the request was received on Feb. 1 from Mr. Hatcher, Mr. Jensen, Ms. Jones, Mr. Juarez, Ms. Owen, and Mr. Stow.
Action Items
Open
1.
Mr. Adler will report at the March board meeting on the potential for mercury and beryllium contamination in the 3000 area at Oak Ridge National Laboratory. 
Closed

None
Next meeting
Thursday, March 29, 5:30 p.m., at the DOE Information Center
Attachments (8). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.
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