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Chuck Jensen, Secretary

Steve Stow


	Dave Adler, DOE
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Board Officer/DOE Comments
Mr. Juarez mentioned that a second recommendation should be forthcoming from the chairs meeting in Paducah last week. He also said that historic preservation of the K-25 building was discussed at the meeting, and the Assistant Secretary of Energy for Environmental Management (EM) was very interested in the topic. 
Mr. Adler said that DOE is planning a meeting on historic preservation on May 17. An email invitation should have gone out from Sue Cange to Ms. Owen this week. Representatives from the National Park Service will be there to discuss the three preservation options they have proposed and that DOE is currently assessing for cost considerations. Mr. Adler said that either he or Ms. Cange will give a report on this topic at the May 9 ORSSAB meeting. 
Monthly Board Meetings
April 11 Review – The committee discussed the presentation on the U-233 project at Oak Ridge National Laboratory and agreed there were no issues resulting from the presentation to be addressed. 
May 9 – The committee reviewed the draft meeting agenda (Attachment 1). The presentation will be an overview of the Federal Advisory Committee Act by the EM SSAB Designated Federal Officer, Cate Alexander. Ms. Owen asked if committee members had any issues they would like for the presenter to discuss. There were none.

Mr. Juarez asked why someone is coming from Headquarters to give the presentation instead of someone such as Mr. Adler doing it. Mr. Adler said that Ms. Alexander is very well versed on the topic, and it’s important for the board to hear Headquarters’ perspectives. 

The committee reviewed the “Recommendation on Abatement of Mercury Contamination at Y-12 and Within the City of Oak Ridge” (Attachment 2). Mr. Hatcher said it’s been through about four iterations, so he feels it’s ready to go forward to the board for consideration for approval. The committee concurred. 
The committee reviewed the “SSAB Chairs Recommendation Requesting Continued Commitment for Funding of the EM SSABs” (Attachment 3) and voted to send it forward to the board for consideration for approval. 

June 13 – The presentation will focus on the Y-12 cleanup status. Mr. Adler said the presenter will likely be Laura Wilkerson. He asked staff to email him and Ms. Wilkerson to remind them it’s coming up.
Presentation Suggestion from the Stewardship Committee – Mr. Osborne explained that during the April 17 Stewardship Committee discussion of the EM Geographical Information System, Pat Halsey offered to come to one of the board’s monthly meetings to present the system. Since work on the system should be completed this summer, she would like to do it in early FY 2013. The committee approved the request.
Committee Reports
Board Finance & Process – Mr. Paulus discussed a request from the Public Outreach Committee for funds to have new 30-second and 60-second ORSSAB promotional videos produced (Attachment 4). Mr. Osborne explained that the current promotional videos were at least twelve years old, and they contain a lot of outdated footage. Mr. Juarez made a motion to approve the expenditure. Ms. Owen seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously. 
Mr. Paulus asked for approval of the ORSSAB FY 2014 budget request (Attachment 5). He explained that the FY 2013 ORSSAB budget has been set by DOE at $380K and that since the 2014 Oak Ridge EM budget request is already at Headquarters, it’s too late for the SSAB to affect its own 2014 budget. It will therefore likely receive $380K again in 2014. By submitting a 2014 request now, the board can start assessing its needs for FY 2015 this fall and thereby get in sync with the DOE budget process. Mr. Hatcher made a motion to approve the request. Mr. Hemelright seconded the motion, and it carried unanimously.

Mr. Paulus said he heard that his presentation of the EM budget recommendation at the April board meeting was inadequate. Mr. Adler said it’s reasonable and appropriate to expect members to have read a recommendation before they get to the meeting, so it’s not necessary to read every word. A variety of methods have been used in the past to present recommendations, he said. A standard practice, though, should be for a presenter to read aloud the actual text of the recommendation but not the background and discussion sections. The board chair should always ask for a motion and then a second, and then call for discussion. Mr. Hatcher remarked that under “Roberts Rules of Order,” the fact that a committee has placed an item on the agenda counts as the motion.
EM – Mr. Hatcher reported that at its April meeting the committee heard an update on the Transuranic Waste Processing Center and Melton Valley Storage tanks. It also discussed the strategy planning document for removing salt from the Molten Salt Reactor. Lastly, the committee reviewed the response to “Recommendation 208 for DOE to Use White Paper on EM’s Challenges on the Oak Ridge Reservation.” Mr. Adler said at the meeting that the white paper would be sent to Headquarters with “Recommendation 209: Fiscal Year 2014 DOE Oak Ridge EM Budget Request.”
Public Outreach - Mr. Hemelright reported that the committee held its teleconference on April 24. Former board member Tim Myrick is still giving presentations to the high schools, so the committee decided to invite him to become a member of the committee or at least participate in one of the committee’s calls so that the high school presentations can be discussed. The committee discussed the new promotional videos and talked about outreach to members of the public attending the Oak Ridge Reservation tours sponsored by the American Museum of Science and Energy. The committee also reviewed preparations for the Oak Ridge Earth Day event.

Stewardship – No report. 
Other Business
Mr. Juarez asked if DOE-Headquarters has met with local EM personnel on the 2014 Oak Ridge EM budget. Mr. Adler said Ms. Cange went to Washington in late March to present the case for the Oak Ridge EM budget. She is there again this week to hear what the target amount is that Oak Ridge should budget for and which will be what Oak Ridge will formally submit to Headquarters as its 2014 request. He said her proposal tracked exactly with what was presented to the board. 
Mr. Juarez asked what he impacts would be if Congress were to impose a 10% reduction. Mr. Adler explained that he was talking about is the 2014 budget. If Congress were to make a 10% reduction, it would be to the 2013 budget. His experience has been that it’s not productive to worry about the negations, only what the final number is. It is true, however, that automatic rescissions may occur in January if Congress does not make some reductions before then. 
Action Items
Open
1.
Staff will email Mr. Adler and Laura Wilkerson to remind them that the Y-12 cleanup status presentation is coming up on June 13.
2.
Staff will add the Geographical Information System presentation to the FY 2013 presentations calendar.
Closed

None
Next meeting
Thursday, May 24, 5:30 p.m., at the DOE Information Center
Attachments (5). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.
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