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	Committee Members Present
	Others Present

	Bob Hatcher

Dave Hemelright

Maggie Owen, Chair

Greg Paulus 
Corkie Staley

AbsentADVANCE \d4
Chuck Jensen, Secretary


	Dave Adler, DOE
Jenny Freeman, Strata-G
Spencer Gross, ORSSAB support office
David Martin, ORSSAB

Melyssa Noe, DOE
Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office 



Board Officer/DOE Comments
None.
Monthly Board Meetings
Annual Planning Meeting Review - The committee reviewed the facilitator’s summary of meeting results (Attachment 1). Ms. Freeman said that development of the work plan, the Friday evening dinner, and the “getting to know each other” aspects of the meeting went well. The committee storyboards and discussions of the committees on Friday evening were also good. Not everyone seemed to be pleased with the venue, but she though it worked well enough, although microphones would have been helpful. She suggested that in the future more tables be added to give attendees more space, and the mission statement should be posted throughout the meeting. She commended Mr. Adler for his involvement in distilling the work plan issues down to a manageable number, and she suggested he be asked to do the same again next year prior to the meeting. The member survey needs revising, she thought, and she offered to supply suggestions. A more structured presentation on the three agencies’ roles might have been helpful. 
Mr. Martin said the meeting was the best one he has attended. Mr. Adler agreed, saying the group produced a well thought out, cogent work plan. 

The Executive Committee reviewed areas for board improvement discussed at the meeting and in the member survey. Executive Committee comments are noted in italics. 

1. Measurement of the board’s purpose and goals is an area not completely understood by members. No comments.
2. Disagreement exists about whether members hold each other accountable. What does that mean? And how could members do it?

3. Disagreement exists about members devoting the effort necessary to achieve board success. Probably won’t get agreement. The committee chairs can try to spread the work around. 

4. The issue manager role is an area to be improved. The role should be better spelled out, and issue managers should be informed of their duties.
5. The board should be more sufficiently recognized by the public for its work. The Public Outreach Committee is working on it.
6. More community outreach is needed. The Public Outreach Committee is working on it.
7. More interaction and collaboration are needed among the committees apart from the monthly board meetings. Noted.
8. More time to get to know each other is needed. Noted.
9. More member continuing education is needed. Noted.
10. More participation on the committees is needed: equitable number of members. Some committees don’t need as many members as others.
11. The Nevada SSAB’s method for providing sustenance at meetings should be considered. Already discussed at the annual planning meeting. DOE cannot provide sustenance.
12. DOE could be more effective in supporting ORSSAB. Ms. Noe said DOE is working on it.
September 12 - The committee reviewed the meeting agenda (Attachment 2) and had no changes.
The committee reviewed the “Recommendation on Availability of DOE EM Documents” (Attachment 3) and voted to send it forward to the board for consideration for approval.

October 10 - Mr. Adler said DOE is not ready to announce the presentation topic yet. 
Committee Reports
Board Finance & Process - Mr. Paulus reported that the board is in good shape financially and should have a carryover again this year (see the ORSSAB monthly costs report, Attachment 4). The committee will meet earlier than normal next month to look at the allocation of the FY 2013 ORSSAB budget among the various cost categories. The ORSSAB standing committees will need to get their 2015 budget requests in soon and be more specific in their requests for travel funding. 
Mr. Martin asked if doe could give the board guidance on what sort of conferences and meetings were appropriate for ORSSAB travel. Mr. Adler said he will come up with a list. 
EM - Mr. Hatcher reported that Dan Goode with the U.S. Geological Survey toured the Oak Ridge Reservation last week and met with the EM committee to discuss proposed groundwater research. Mr. Goode presented some ideas about what could be done.

Mr. Paulus asked when Mr. Goode can start. Mr. Hatcher said that funding must be secured first. Mr. Hatcher’s proposal is for DOE, EPA, the state, and USGS to do a cooperative project examining existing data and generating some modeling. Mr. Adler said it should be a project supportive of the board rather than just an academic modeling exercise that cannot be used by the board in making a recommendation. It has to be independent. Mr. Hatcher asked what route Mr. Adler recommended the board take. Mr. Adler said that Mr. Goode suggested a couple of pathways, but Mr. Adler needs to talk with DOE management about them. He should have something to report to Mr. Hatcher by the middle of next week. 
Public Outreach - Mr. Hemelright reported that during its August teleconference the committee reviewed its six‑month planning calendar. He has volunteered to write the next newspaper editorial. The committee approved the Advocate editorial plan and discussed topics for the chairs meeting. Scott McKinney is still looking into outreach to Channel 10, and the Public Environmental Survey is on hold until approval is received from Headquarters. The committee discussed inviting the press and elected officials to at least the presentation portion of the monthly board meeting. 
Stewardship - Mr. Hemelright reported that at its August meeting the committee reviewed the draft site transition summary sheet. The committee may have a conference call with Headquarters about the sheet soon.
Other Business
Travel Requests - The committee approved requests from Mr. Hemelright and Mr. Martin for travel to the SSAB fall chairs meeting (Attachment 5) and from Mr. Holmes for travel to the Perma-Fix Mixed and Low-Level Waste Management Forum (Attachment 6). The committee also approved a request from Mr. Paulus to attend the chairs meeting if he determines that his schedule will allow it.
Travel Procedure - Mr. Osborne discussed revision of the ORSSAB Travel Procedure (Attachment 7). It currently specifies that initial approval of a travel request must come from a sponsoring committee. In practice, however, funding for travel is never tied back to a specific committee, and members often travel to conferences not directly related to their committee affiliations. He asked that the requirement for sponsoring committee approval be dropped. The Executive Committee approved the change. 
Fall Chairs Meeting - The committee reviewed suggestions from the standing ORSSAB committees for issues, accomplishments, and activities to be discussed at the fall chairs meeting in Washington, D.C. (Attachment 8). Mr. Martin suggested that the major issue be addressing the problem of fractured groundwater flow on the Oak Ridge Reservation. The issue can also be characterized as an activity. The Executive Committee agreed with the suggestion.
Action Items
Open
1.
Mr. Adler will come up with a list of conferences and meetings he feels are appropriate for ORSSAB travel. 
Closed

None
Next meeting
Thursday, September 27, 5:30 p.m., at the DOE Information Center
Attachments (8). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.
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