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Executive Committee  
Meeting Minutes  

Wednesday, August 28, 2013, 5:30 p.m. 
DOE Information Center 

  
 

Committee Members Present Others Present 

Dave Hemelright, Chair 
Bob Hatcher 
Greg Paulus  
Corkie Staley 
 
Absent 
Scott McKinney 
 

Dave Adler, DOE 
Jenny Freeman, StrataG 
Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office  
 

Board Officer/DOE Comments 
  
None.  
 
Monthly Board Meetings 
 
Annual Meeting - The committee reviewed the summary of end-of-day evaluations (Attachment 1) and the 
facilitator’s report (Attachment 2), and discussed outcomes, actions, and lessons learned for next year’s 
meeting.  
 
Mr. Hemelright remarked that the results spoke a lot about participation and involvement. The other thing was 
to question whether it was of value to hold the meeting out of town. Having the regulators and DOE so 
closely aligned in their work plan topic suggestions made the meeting go smoothly, he said. 
 
Mr. Hatcher noted that this year’s meeting had the smallest number of participants in the five years he’s been 
on the board. He thought the meeting summary was very well done.  
 
Mr. Adler said Melyssa Noe discussed the meeting with him. She would like to think about ways to change 
the event in the future. Mr. Paulus asked if all the SSABs held out of town annual meetings. Mr. Adler said it 
varies, but many of them do. Ms. Freeman said New Mexico holds an extended board meeting as their annual 
meeting.  
 
Ms. Freeman said she told Mark Whitney at a meeting last week how impressed she was by the board 
members’ enthusiasm. She thought the meeting was well run and accomplished its goals. She especially 
enjoyed the Friday evening dinner. She wished there had been more input to the board operations portion of 
the agenda.  
 
September 11 - The committee reviewed the meeting agenda (Attachment 3). Mr. Adler said the presentation 
will be an overview of long-term stewardship at the Oak Ridge Reservation instead of an update on the 
Transuranic Waste Processing Center.  
 
October 9 - The presentation topic will be an overview of the groundwater workshops by Dan Goode. 
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Committee Reports 
 
Board Finance & Process - The current costs table was distributed as Attachment 4. Mr. Paulus said that at its 
meeting this evening the committee reviewed the DOE markup of the FY 2015 ORSSAB budget request, 
which reduces the ORSSAB allocation from $82K to $65K. He thinks the board can live within that figure by 
using some of the $115K carryover it will have at the end of this fiscal year. The board should assume $65K 
for FY 2015 as well.  
 
EM – Mr. Hatcher reported that the EM and Stewardship committees held a combined meeting on August 26. 
The major things that came out of the meeting were: 

 The group voted to join the two committees. The vote was unanimous, with 2 abstentions. 
 The group agreed to continue discussion about the merger but did not get into the leadership issue. 

Some options were discussed, but a decision was left for a later meeting.  
 The group agreed to meet again on September 17, but a decision on when to meet on a regular basis 

is forthcoming.  
 
Mr. Paulus asked what the protocol was for merging two committees. Mr. Adler said the committees voted to 
do it, so now it’s up to the Executive Committee to approve the merger, and if it does, a merged work plan 
would be created. Mr. Hemelright called for a vote to approve the merger. It was unanimously approved.  
 
Stewardship – Ms. Staley said that stewardship interests in the combined committee are still being worked 
out. She thought Mr. Adler did a good job of explaining things at the meeting. She was also pleased with how 
many stewardship people showed up for the meeting.  
 
Other Business 
 
Nickel Recommendation - The committee reviewed the draft “Recommendation on the Disposition/Recycling 
of DOE-EM Nickel” (Attachment 5). Mr. Hatcher said the EM/Stewardship Committee discussed the draft 
and recommended it for submittal to the board for approval. There are a couple of minor wording issues, but 
otherwise it’s ready to go to the board.  
 
Mr. Hemelright said there was a discussion about making this a chairs recommendation, but he wants to hold 
off on that. During the chairs call on Tuesday, the Paducah chair said they want to do a chairs 
recommendation on recycling that’s broader than just nickel.  

 
Mr. Hatcher recommended postponing action on the nickel recommendation until the EM/Stewardship 
Committee can review the one Paducah is writing. Mr. Paulus recommended that the three sites with large 
amounts of nickel (Paducah, Portsmouth, and Oak Ridge) get together on a call to discuss the issue. 
Mr. Hemelright said he’d like to do that in person at the upcoming chairs this fall.  
 
Travel Requests - The committee approved requests for travel to the fall chairs meeting (October 15–17 in 
Mt. Sterling, Ohio) from Mr. Hemelright, Mr. Hicks, and Ms. Staley (Attachment 6). 
 
Administrative Decisions Requiring Approval Since the Last Committee Meeting 
 
Request for Travel - On July 25 an e-mail was sent to Executive Committee members asking for concurrence 
on a request from Alfreda Cook for travel to the RadWaste Summit in Las Vegas, September 3–6 
(Attachment 7). Concurrence was received from Mr. McKinney, Mr. Paulus, Ms. Staley, and Mr. Hemelright 
on July 25.  
  
Action Items 

Open 
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1. Mr. Hemelright will discuss the metals recycling recommendation with the chairs of the Paducah and 
Portsmouth SSABs during the fall chairs meeting.  

Closed 

 None 
 
Next meeting 
 
Wednesday, September 25, 5:30 p.m., at the DOE Information Center 
 
Attachments (7). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office. 
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