Public Outreach Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, November 27, 2007, 5:00 p.m.

DOE Information Center
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	Members Present
	Others Present

	Bill Bass

Mike Haygood

Norman Mulvenon

Steve Stow


	Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office
Absent

Ben Adams

Pat Halsey, DOE

Kevin Westervelt, Chair




Discussion
FY 2008 Vice Chair - Mr. Bass volunteered to accept the vice chair position. 
Presentations - The committee reviewed the 6-Month Planning Calendar (Attachment 1). Mr. Mulvenon remarked that staff should check with Nita Ganguly about what type of presentation she wants in February. Mr. Haygood suggested inviting Ashlyn  Hall to attend the presentation to talk to students about her experience on the board.
Mr. Bass reported that he tried to contact the Loudon County School Board but got nowhere. He subsequently spoke with Sondra Sarten about it, and she offered to supply him with contact information since she knows people associated with the board.
Mr. Osborne reported that the FY 2007 annual report will be sent to the printer Wednesday and mailed by the end of the month. The committee reviewed the distribution list (Attachment 2). Mr. Osborne requested that comments be supplied by email by the end of the week.
Mr. Osborne reported that a draft copy of the January issue of the Advocate newsletter will be provided to members for review on December 4.
List of Local Organizations Generated by the Oak Ridge Public Library - The committee reviewed the list (Attachment 3) and the master list of ORSSAB presentations (Attachment 4) to determine if there are groups to which the committee would like to make presentations. Mr. Bass suggested that members study the lists and email recommendations to staff or bring them to the December board meeting. The committee can then review the compiled list of recommendations at its January meeting. 

Mr. Haygood suggested that once a list of recommendations is compiled that letters advertising the committee’s availability to make presentations be sent in groups of ten spread out over a period of time so the committee will not get inundated with a large number of requests all at once.
Channel 15 - Mr. Haygood remarked that a good venue for the board’s message might be Channel 15, which is broadcast on cable television in Oak Ridge and throughout the Oak Ridge school system. Mr. Osborne offered several suggestions for programs that could be shown, such as the board’s monthly presentation; Mr. Stow’s “And Some of the Cowboys Wore White Hats: Disposal of Liquid Nuclear Waste at ORNL During the Manhattan Project;” the ORSSAB 60-second promotional video; and Tim Myrick’s case studies presentation to Oak Ridge High School.
Mr. Haygood offered to talk to the Channel 15 director to see if broadcasting ORSSAB presentations is possible. Mr. Bass asked staff to bring the suggested presentations to the January meeting for committee review.
Date of December Meeting - Mr. Osborne noted that this year’s December committee meeting would fall on the 25th, so it will be necessary to reschedule or cancel the meeting. The committee elected to cancel.
Work Plan - The committee reviewed its FY 2008 work plan (Attachment 5) and agreed to move December items to January. Mr. Osborne offered to email information related to the committee’s FY 2009 budget request if he determines it is necessary to prepare the request before the January meeting.
Picket Wells Presentation Follow-up - Mr. Bass asked if it was within the board’s purview to follow up on the presentation at the October 16 EM/Stewardship meeting on contamination in picket wells. Several members of public attended the meeting to learn if their drinking water was safe, but they heard conflicting information from DOE and TDEC representatives. Mr. Bass thought it was an opportunity for more public outreach from the board. 
Mr. Stow and Mr. Mulvenon agreed it was within the board’s mission to act as a public forum for the debate, but the topic requires careful handling to prevent muddying the waters further. Mr. Mulvenon suggested Mr. Bass contact John Owsley at TDEC to discuss the issue. Mr. Stow recommended he contact Pat Halsey first. 
Mr. Bass said he would call Ms. Halsey, and he asked that follow-up on the topic be placed on the committee’s January agenda.
Action Items
Complete
Open


1.
Members will review the list of local organizations generated by the Oak Ridge Public Library and the master list of ORSSAB presentations, and send recommendations for groups to which the committee would like to make presentations to staff.

2.
Mr. Haygood will talk to the Channel 15 director to see if broadcasting ORSSAB presentations is possible.

3.
Staff will bring the potential cable television presentations to the January meeting.

4.
Staff will email information related to the committee’s FY 2009 budget request if it is determined to be necessary to prepare the request before the January meeting.

5.
Mr. Bass will contact Pat Halsey about the picket wells presentation follow-up.
6.
Staff will place follow-up on the picket wells topic on the committee’s January agenda.
7.
Mr. Bass will write the Loudon County School Board to arrange a presentation on ORSSAB and the Stewardship Education Resource Kit. Carryover item
The meeting adjourned at 5:55 p.m.

Next Meeting
Tuesday, January 22, 5:00 p.m., DOE Information Center

Attachments (5). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.
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