Public Outreach Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, December 18, 2008, 5:00 p.m.

Teleconference
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	Members Present
	Others Present

	Darrell Akins

Steve Mead

Norman Mulvenon 

Steve Stow 

Kevin Westervelt, Chair
	Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office
Absent

Bill Bass, Vice Chair

Ed Juarez


Discussion
Six-Month Planning Calendar - The committee reviewed the planning calendar (Attachment 1). Mr. Westervelt mentioned that he thought the ORSSAB booth at the Health Physics Society vendor’s meeting on December 7 was very successful. Mr. Osborne reported that 27 Stakeholder Surveys had been received from meeting attendees, 12 of which included requests to be added to the board’s newsletter mailing list.
Mr. Osborne said that the presentation to the American Society for Mechanical Engineers scheduled for December 16 had been postponed.
Presentations - Mr. Westervelt said he would like to meet soon with Oak Ridger editor Darryl Richardson and with Stan Mitchell of The Oak Ridger. Mr. Osborne said that Mr. Mitchell can meet with the committee whenever it’s convenient, although Mr. Mitchell prefers Friday afternoon. Mr. Westervelt asked that the meeting be set up as soon as practical after the holidays. Sometime in the early afternoon would be best.
Mr. Osborne said he emailed Mr. Richardson twice but had not received a reply. Mr. Akins said he knows Mr. Richardson well and would talk to him about meeting with the committee. 
FY 2010 Budget Request - The committee reviewed its budget request from FY 2009 and the form for development of a FY 2010 request (Attachment 2). The committee agreed to use the same amounts requested for the various budget items in 2009 for the 2010 request with two exceptions: the travel request should be changed to $5,000, and the Advocate newsletter should be changed to $7,000.
Stakeholder Survey - Mr. Westervelt asked that committee members review the survey questions and bring comments to the next committee meeting.

Action Items - Mr. Westervelt said he has not heard any more about the Stewardship Committee’s meeting with the city regarding stewardship issues. Mr. Mulvenon said the committee is still working on it but hasn’t had much success in getting it scheduled. Mr. Akins suggested the committee meet with the Oak Ridge mayor instead of the city manager since the mayor would be the one who could take action. Mr. Akins suggested that the Public Outreach Committee also meet with the mayor separately from the Stewardship Committee to discuss general issues related to ORSSAB and the Environmental Management Program. Mr. Akins said he would try to set up the meeting. Mr. Akins suggested that the committee also meet with the East Tennessee state congressional delegation, possibly in Nashville. Mr. Westervelt asked that the idea be added to the committee’s January agenda.
Mr. Osborne said he was unsure how to address the action item regarding a letter to Frank Munger discussing the board’s recommendations to which DOE has not yet responded. Mr. Mead said he thought it might not be a good idea to do that since it might be perceived as complaining about the lack of DOE responsiveness to the board. He recommended that the committee focus on the positive and just send approved recommendations to the press. The committee agreed.
Work Plan - The committee reviewed its FY 2009 work plan (Attachment 3). 
Action Items
Closed

1.
Staff will draft a letter to Frank Munger discussing the board’s recommendations to which DOE has not yet responded.
Open


1.
Staff will set up the meeting with Stan Mitchell as soon as practical after the holidays. 

2.
Mr. Akins will contact Darryl Richardson about meeting with the committee. 

3.
Committee members will review the Stakeholder Survey questions and bring comments to the next committee meeting.

4.
Mr. Akins will contact the Oak Ridge mayor about meeting with the committee to discuss general issues related to ORSSAB and the Environmental Management Program.

5.
Staff will add to the committee’s January agenda discussion of a meeting with the East Tennessee state congressional delegation in Nashville. 
6.
Mr. Akins will send staff a list of Knox County civic clubs and contact the Blount County Kiwanis Club about hosting an ORSSAB presentation.

7.
Mr. Westervelt will talk to Sondra Sarten about the meeting with the city regarding stewardship. Carryover item
The meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m.

Next Meeting
Tuesday, January 27, 5:00 p.m.
Attachments (3). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office
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