Public Outreach Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, June 25, 2009, 5:00 p.m.

Teleconference
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	Members Present
	Others Present

	Darrell Akins

Kevin Westervelt, Chair 
Steve Stow
	Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office
Absent

Bill Bass, Vice Chair 

Steve Mead

Norman Mulvenon 




Discussion
Mr. Stow mentioned that he always found Pat Halsey’s participation in committee meetings to be very valuable, and he asked if anyone knew why she stopped participating. Mr. Westervelt said he will ask her.

Six-Month Planning Calendar - The committee reviewed the planning calendar (Attachment 1) and discussed recent activities: 
· Secret City Festival - Mr. Westervelt said he thought the event went well, but he wondered if it would be helpful for members staffing the ORSSAB booth to have a short explanation of the board to talk from. Mr. Stow thought it was a simple matter for members to just say that ORSSAB is a public advisory board chartered with providing recommendations to the Department of Energy on its environmental management (EM) program in Oak Ridge. 

· Meeting with Roane County News editor Terri Likens - Mr. Westervelt said he would like to follow up with Ms. Likens by sending her a copy of the “The Reporter's Handbook on Nuclear Materials, Energy, and Waste Management” published by the Consortium for Risk Evaluation with Stakeholder Participation (CRESP). During David Kosson’s presentation about CRESP at the June board meeting, Dr. Kosson mentioned someone who might be able to answer Ms. Likens’ questions about health issues related to the Oak Ridge Reservation. Mr. Westervelt said he would send her an email about that. 

Mr. Stow suggested the handbook be distributed to all the newspaper reporters and editors the committee has met with recently. 

· Presentations - Mr. Stow said he will be making a presentation to the Optimist Club of West Knoxville this week.
Museum Exhibit - Mr. Osborne reported that he visited several museums on his recent trip to Washington, D.C. Most museums were dated and had few interactive displays. The two exceptions were the Museum of the American Indian and the National Air and Space Museum. The Indian Museum focused mainly on oral histories, but the displays gave Mr. Osborne good ideas for developing something for the ORSSAB exhibit at the American Museum of Science and Energy. The Air and Space Museum had the best interactive displays, with touch-screen kiosks that took visitors on a 360-degree tour of various aircraft cockpits. 

Based on his research, Mr. Osborne said he would like to create four interactive programs focusing on: an EM program overview, EM’s American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) activities, historic preservation, and a virtual tour of the Oak Ridge Reservation. He said he would write concept papers for each display that the committee can then use as a jumping off point for discussion. 
Mr. Akins suggested the project take two approaches: (1) evergreen material about the board, EM, and historic preservation, (2) changeable material about what’s new (e.g., ARRA). He recommended that staff research costs on kiosks and try to find someone who could do an artist’s rendition of the proposed display. 
Mr. Stow suggested that once the design concept is established and a cost estimate completed that the committee talk with DOE about funding all or part of the project. Mr. Akins said he would provide preliminary mention of it to Gerald Boyd, Steve McCracken, and John Shewairy of DOE Public Affairs. Mr. Westervelt asked that these steps be completed in time for discussion at the August 29 retreat.

Stakeholder Survey - Mr. Osborne said he found notes from a conversation he had in January 2007 with Dr. Michael Gant, Director of the U.T. Social Science Research Institute. The institute was interested in working with ORSSAB back then to conduct telephone surveys based on the Stakeholder Survey. The cost would be between $10 and $12 per completed survey, for a total of about $9,000–$10,000, plus costs to advise the board on development of the phone survey and costs for a narrative report.

The committee discussed whether the desire for the survey was for it to be a scientific assessment of local stakeholder opinion or simply anecdotal. Members concurred that it was anecdotal and that the ~10 percent response rate was very good for such a survey. Mr. Westervelt said he would like to improve on that rate even more though. He suggested that the survey and pens be distributed at the start of each outreach presentation so audience members can be asked to complete the survey on the spot.

Work Plan - The committee reviewed its FY 2009 work plan (Attachment 2). 

Action Items
Closed

Open


1.
Mr. Westervelt will ask Pat Halsey about participating in Public Outreach Committee meetings.

2.
Mr. Westervelt will follow up with Ms. Likens by emailing her information about someone at CRESP who might be able to answer her questions about health issues related to the Oak Ridge Reservation. 

3.
Staff will distribute “The Reporter's Handbook on Nuclear Materials, Energy, and Waste Management” to all the newspaper reporters and editors the committee has met with recently.
4.
Staff will research kiosk costs and find someone to do an artist’s rendition of the proposed museum display. 
5.
Mr. Akins will provide preliminary mention of the museum upgrade project to Gerald Boyd, Steve McCracken, and John Shewairy of DOE Public Affairs.

6.
Staff will write concept papers for the museum displays. 
7.
Mr. Stow will send Ms. Likens information on how to access ATSDR reports. Carryover item
The meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m.

Next Meeting
Tuesday, July 21, 5:00 p.m.
Attachments (2). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office
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