Public Outreach Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, November 24, 2009, 5:30 p.m.

Teleconference
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	Members Present
	Others Present

	Darrell Akins

Ted Lundy

Steve Mead

Maggie Owen, Chair
Steve Stow
Kevin Westervelt 


	Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office
Absent

Betty Jones, Vice Chair




Discussion
Six-Month Planning Calendar - The committee reviewed the planning calendar (Attachment 1) and discussed upcoming presentation opportunities. Mr. Osborne reported that he is pursuing several organizations, but so far no other presentations are in the works. 

Ms. Owen asked if everything was ready for the Health Physics Society’s annual vendors’ dinner meeting on December 10. Mr. Osborne said he has all the materials ready. Ms. Owen asked that the ORSSAB poster not be placed in the table this time, as it hinders interaction with the meeting participants.
Process for Calling Special Public Meetings - The committee reviewed the “Basic Process for Special ORSSAB Public Meetings” document (Attachment 2) prepared by Mr. Mead, Mr. Akins, and Mr. Stow. It was developed to address a concern raised at the August retreat that ORSSAB should play an active role in calling public meetings when special instances arise related to the Environmental Management Program, such as the strontium-90 spill on Highway 95 in May 2004. 

Mr. Mead said that he asked for board member comments when he distributed copies of the document at the November 18 board meeting. As soon as comments are gathered, the committee can go final with the document. Ms. Owen suggested staff send it out to board members by email with a request for comments within two weeks. Mr. Mead asked that comments be sent to him at his home email address. Mr. Westervelt suggested that some background information be included in the email about why this was generated in order to give members some perspective. Mr. Osborne said that when the document is final DOE would prefer that it come to them as a recommendation. The committee agreed.
FY 2009 Annual Report - The committee reviewed the FY 2009 annual report plan distribution list (Attachment 3) and made no changes. Mr. Osborne said he emailed a draft of the report to committee members today. They have until close of business on December 2 to supply comments. Mr. Stow asked that a hard copy be mailed to him.
Museum Update – Mr. Osborne reported that he met with the board’s support contractor, Mike Hamilton, who has offered to look into which touch-screen monitors and CPUs to purchase for the new kiosk. Mr. Osborne also met with museum staff to discuss constructing the new kiosk, and he will meet with the DOE Graphics Department next week to discuss designing the photo mural that will wrap around the outside of the structure. 
Stakeholder Survey – Ms. Owen said she distributed a revision to the survey for the committee’s review, and the revisions are now complete. Mr. Osborne said he would have a revised format for the committee to look at in December.
Mr. Akins reported that he spoke with John Shewairy of the DOE Public Affairs Office about obtaining access to DOE’s email lists, and Mr. Shewairy said it would be no problem. Mr. Akins said that he will work with staff to turn the survey into an internet form. Mr. Osborne said it will not be distributed until June, so he will put it on the committee’s May calendar for action. He also asked if the committee thought it would be a good idea to rename it “Citizen’s Survey” since the word stakeholder may not mean anything to many members of the public. Mr. Westervelt suggested “Public Environmental Survey. The committee agreed with the suggestion.
Technicium-99 Issue – Mr. Akins said he spoke recently with Eric Abelquist, who is the Executive Vice President of Oak Ridge Associated Universities (ORAU). Mr. Abelquist was concerned about the level of attention being given the technicium-99 issue at K-25 when there are many other contaminants that may be of greater concern. Mr. Akins thought the topic might be a good one for a monthly board meeting presentation. The committee agreed. Mr. Westervelt suggested that Ms. Owen discuss it with the Executive Committee at its next meeting.
Educational Outreach – The committee discussed an action item from the October 29 Executive Committee meeting: “The Public Outreach Committee will do some brainstorming on educational outreach and consider making a recommendation that provides ideas and plans for DOE to implement.” 
Mr. Westervelt pointed out that at the October Public Outreach Committee meeting, Ms. Owen and Mr. Lundy had mentioned how educating middle school children had been discussed at the recent Intergovernmental Meeting with DOE in New Orleans. That prompted the committee to suggest promoting some sort of educational outreach via the American Museum of Science and Energy. 
Mr. Stow said that management of the museum is slated to be transferred to Oak Ridge Associated Universities in the very near future, so it might be best to wait until the changeover to take action. ORAU has a strong educational mission, so working through them to integrate environmental management education may be very beneficial. Mr. Akins added that Congressman Wamp is pursuing a $10-$15 million initiative for museum upgrades. Mr. Osborne pointed out that having an Environmental Management Program “champion” for education outreach who could work with the committee and ORAU might be the best way to get action. Mr. Osborne offered to put the topic on the committee’s work plan for discussion again in a few months.
December Committee Meeting – Ms. Owen asked if members wished to meet on the normal date in December (the 22nd) since it is so close to Christmas. Members elected to move the meeting to December 17. The meeting will be held at the DOE Information Center, rather than as a conference call. 
Work Plan - The committee reviewed its FY 2010 plan (Attachment 4). 
Action Items
Closed

Open


1.
Staff will send the “Basic Process for Special ORSSAB Public Meetings” to board members.

2.
Staff will mail the annual report draft to Mr. Stow. 

3.
Staff will put distribution of the Stakeholder Survey on the committee’s May calendar for action.

4.
Ms. Owen will discuss with the Executive Committee Mr. Akins’ suggestion for a board meeting presentation on the relative risk of technicium-99.
5.
Staff will put the educational initiative with AMSE and ORAU on the committee’s work plan. 

6.
Staff will work on reformatting the Stakeholder Survey. Carryover
7.
Staff will find someone to do an artist’s rendition of the proposed museum display. Carryover
The meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m.

Next Meeting
Thursday, December 17, 5:30 p.m. The meeting will be held at the DOE Information Center.
Attachments (4). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.
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