Public Outreach Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, May 25, 2010, 5:30 p.m.

Teleconference
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	Members Present
	Others Present

	Betty Jones, Vice Chair

Ted Lundy

Maggie Owen, Chair
Steve Stow

Kevin Westervelt


	Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office
Absent

Steve Mead

Darrell Akins




Discussion
Six-Month Planning Calendar - The committee reviewed the planning calendar (Attachment 1). Ms. Owen said she will not have time to work on the newspaper editorial. Mr. Westervelt offered to do it instead.

The committee reviewed sign-ups for staffing the Secret City Festival booth (Attachment 2). Based on the lack of members available on Friday, the committee elected to have a booth on Saturday only. Mr. Lundy said he may be available. Mr. Osborne said he will check with Mr. Lundy a few days beforehand.

Mr. Osborne said he has had no luck setting up new outreach presentations, and the committee may want to consider developing a new presentation since so many local organizations have already heard the current one.

Mr. Westervelt said the committee might want to consider meeting with local newspaper editors and reporters since it has been some time since the last meetings, and there’s a lot going on right now with the Environmental Management program, such as post-Recovery Act work, the RFP for the new cleanup contract, and the budget dispute with regulators. He recommended beginning with Frank Munger at the News Sentinel. Ms. Owen agreed and suggested the topic be added to the committee’s June agenda so the committee can discuss logistics and talking points. 
Advocate Newsletter – The committee reviewed the July Advocate editorial plan and schedule (Attachment 3). Mr. Osborne said he will replace page 5 material with Mr. Westervelt’s editorial. He will also find a spot to write something about the new touch-screen kiosk at the American Museum of Science and Energy. 

Public Environmental Survey – Mr. Osborne reported that Darrell Akins had distributed the web site for the “survey monkey” tool that will be used to transmit the ORSSAB Public Environmental Survey. The site is http://www.surveymonkey.com. You subscribe to the service for $19.95 per thousand responses a month and can do an unlimited number of surveys. Mr. Akins says the DOE Public Affairs Office offered to let ORSSAB distribute the survey via the office’s email list, which is extensive. The survey will need to be distributed by Public Affairs so they can retain control of their email list.
Work Plan - The committee reviewed its FY 2010 plan (Attachment 3). Mr. Osborne reported that educational outreach at the American Museum of Science and Energy was on the committee’s work plan for this month. It was to be discussed after management of the museum transferred to Oak Ridge Associated Universities. He asked Steve Stow if anything new had developed with the transfer, and Mr. Stow said nothing had. Ms. Jones recommended that the topic be added back to the committee’s work plan in a couple of months.
Action Items
Closed
Open


1.
Staff will put meeting with local newspaper editors and reporters on the June agenda.

2.
Staff will put educational outreach at the American Museum of Science and Energy on the committee’s work plan for July.
3.
Mr. Akins and staff will put the Public Environmental Survey in an email-able format for the committee to review at its May meeting. Carryover
The meeting adjourned at 5:55 p.m.

Next Meeting
Thursday, June 22, 5:30 p.m. The meeting will be held as a teleconference.
Attachments (3). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.
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