Public Outreach Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, July 27, 2010, 5:30 p.m.

Teleconference
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	Members Present
	Others Present

	Betty Jones, Vice Chair

Ted Lundy

Maggie Owen, Chair
Kevin Westervelt


	Brianna Goodlin, ORSSAB Student Representative

Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office
Absent

Steve Mead

Steve Stow




Discussion
Six-Month Planning Calendar - The committee reviewed the planning calendar (Attachment 1). 
Mr. Osborne reported that the July Advocate newsletter and the Public Environmental Survey have been distributed. The DOE Public Affairs Office, however, is still working on distribution of the survey via the “survey monkey” web tool. A news release on Tim Myrick’s retirement has gone out to the newspapers, and a news release on recent recommendations is going through the concurrence process.
Mr. Osborne said he received an updated list of Oak Ridge civic groups and will be combing through it for presentation possibilities. Mr. Westervelt thought the Energy, Technology, and Environmental Business Association’s annual business opportunities conference in Knoxville might be an avenue for ORSSAB outreach. Mr. Osborne offered to look into it.
Meeting with Local Newspaper Editors and Reporters – The committee discussed the suggestion Mr. Westervelt made in May to meet again with local newspaper editors and reporters. The committee elected to pursue the idea, beginning with the Knoxville News Sentinel and the Oak Ridge papers. Staff was asked to begin setting up appointments.
Retreat Preparation – The committee reviewed a draft list of FY 2010 committee accomplishments and tasks to carry over into FY 2011 (Attachment 2) and agreed to add an item to the accomplishments about Ms. Jones’ mentoring of the student representatives.

Chairs Meeting – The committee talked about issues to discuss at the fall chairs meeting. Staff provided the last chairs meeting topics (Attachment 3) as a way to generate discussion. Mr. Westervelt offered several ideas:
1. Headquarters funding for Oak Ridge in inequitable

2. Historic preservation

3. U-233 down-blending

4. Groundwater remediation in Melton Valley
5. Long-term stewardship at ongoing mission sites

6. K-25 demolition and U-233 project cost containment and project management

The committee agreed to winnow the list down to items 1, 5, and 6.

Giveaway Items – Mr. Osborne reported that Darryl Bonner asked the committee to consider getting pens with the ORSSAB logo on them to give away at outreach events. The committee agreed with the idea and elected to discontinue giving away the coasters. Mr. Osborne said he would research pens and send some suggestions out to the committee to consider. 
Christmas Float – Ms. Owen asked the committee what they thought about the possibility of entering an ORSSAB float in the Oak Ridge Christmas parade. There is a nominal fee for entry, but other than that it is just primarily manpower and designing and staffing the float. Ms. Owen said she has a 16-foot, red utility trailer and a large red truck to pull it with. She would be willing to decorate the float herself. She thinks it would be a fun way to get out into the community, and possibly the students could help with this too. Committee members agreed to pursue discussion of the idea. Staff was asked to place it on the committee’s August agenda.
Work Plan - The committee reviewed its FY 2010 plan (Attachment 4) and added the item about the Christmas float.
August Meeting - The committee to meet at the DOE Information Center on August 31 instead of August 24 since the 24th is so soon after the retreat.

Action Items
Closed
Open


1.
Staff will see if the Energy, Technology, and Environmental Business Association’s annual business opportunities conference in Knoxville might be an avenue for ORSSAB outreach. 
2.
Staff will begin setting up appointments with the News Sentinel and the Oak Ridge papers.
3.
Staff will research pens and send some suggestions out to the committee to consider.
4.
Staff will place on the August agenda discussion of an ORSSAB float in the Oak Ridge Christmas parade.
The meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m.

Next Meeting
Tuesday, August 31, 5:30 p.m. The meeting will be held at the DOE Information Center.
Attachments (4). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.
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