Public Outreach Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, September 21, 2010, 5:30 p.m.

Teleconference
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	Members Present
	Others Present

	Betty Jones, Vice Chair

Ted Lundy

David Martin

Steve Mead

Maggie Owen, Chair

	Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office
Absent

Brianna Goodlin

Sondra Sarten


Discussion
Six-Month Planning Calendar – The committee reviewed the planning calendar (Attachment 1) and discussed the following topics. 
Quarterly newspaper guest editorial—Mr. Lundy asked for direction on writing the editorial and how the 600 word count is determined. Mr. Osborne said that Kevin Westervelt suggested Mr. Lundy look at the retreat summary for ideas. The word count can be figured automatically on most word processing programs. He offered to send Mr. Lundy the summary and call him about the word count.

ETEBA Business Opportunities Conference—Mr. Osborne said that Kevin Westervelt, Steve Stow, David Martin, and Ron Murphree have volunteered to staff the ORSSAB booth during the receptions on Monday, November 8, from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m., and Tuesday, November 9, from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. The committee agreed that this staffing would be sufficient and elected to go forward with the booth. Mr. Osborne said he would make arrangements with conference organizers and inform the volunteers of the committee’s decision to go forward with the booth.
Meeting with Stan Mitchell—The committee reviewed notes from the meeting with Oak Ridge Observer Editor Stan Mitchell (Attachment 2). Regarding the action item on young professionals groups, Mr. Osborne said Ms. Jones learned that Y-12 is in process of getting a young professionals group formed. They have held some focus groups, but the process is in the “infant stage.” Mr. Osborne said he spoke with Pat Halsey about the action to solicit individuals under 40 to serve on the board. She was very receptive to the idea. Mr. Osborne said he is still working on the other actions. Ms. Owen asked if there was any progress on her idea to add photos to the monthly ORSSAB meeting newspaper ad. Mr. Osborne said he would begin work on the October ad now and send it out to the committee for input.
Oak Ridge Christmas parade—Mr. Martin asked if there were sufficient funds in the committee’s budget to cover construction costs for the ORSSAB float. Mr. Osborne said that given the substantial carryover from FY 2010, funding the float should not be a problem. Ms. Owen said she will work up a cost estimate.
FY 2010 Work Plan - The committee reviewed its FY 2010 plan (Attachment 3) and made no changes. 

Draft FY 2011 Work Plan - The committee reviewed its draft FY 2011 plan (Attachment 4). Mr. Osborne explained that he created the draft from the 2010 work plan by inserting those items that repeat on a regular basis. To that he added in some things he was aware of that the committee wanted to pursue, such as educational outreach at the museum, Christmas parade planning, and upgrades to the board’s museum exhibit. 
Action Items - Ms. Owen said she contacted the Savannah River Site Citizens Advisory Board about their public message board to see how the process is working. A member of the advisory board staff told her the message board has been well received and that it’s working well. Ms. Owen asked that discussion of the message board be added to the committee’s October agenda. 
Mr. Osborne reported that he contacted Bechtel Jacobs, Oak Ridge National Laboratory, and Y-12 about the action to post photographs along with meeting information on the Bechtel Jacobs video monitors and find out if there are similar video monitors at ORNL and Y-12. He also asked them about publishing biographies of the ORSSAB members who work at the plants. Bechtel Jacobs said there was not space on their monitors for more than a couple of lines of text. They would be happy to publish biographies in their “BJC Notes” newsletter, though. The lab said they have no site-wide monitor system like BJC’s, only isolated monitors some programs have installed. They are fine with publishing biographies in their “ORNL Today” newsletter. A response from Y-12 has not yet been received.

Mr. Osborne said he could not get a pen sample, but response to the email he sent the committee about the pens was positive, so he went forward with the purchase. It was not cheaper to buy 2000 instead of 1000.
FY 2011 Officers - Ms. Jones was elected chair, and Ms. Owen was elected vice chair. 

Action Items
Closed
1.
Ms. Owen will contact the Savannah River Site Citizens Advisory Board about their website public message board to see how the process is working. 

2.
Staff will get a sample of the recycled paper pen for the committee to look at and find out if it will be cheaper to order 2000 instead of just 1000.
Open


1.
Staff will send the retreat summary to Mr. Lundy and call him about the word count.
2.
Staff will make arrangements with ETEBA Business Opportunities Conference organizers and inform the volunteers of the committee’s decision to go forward with the booth.
3.
Staff will incorporate a photo into the ORSSAB monthly meeting newspaper ad for October and send it out to the committee for input.
4.
Ms. Owen will work up a cost estimate for the Christmas parade float materials.
5.
Staff will added to the committee’s October agenda discussion of the Savannah River Site Citizens Advisory Board’s public message board.
6.
Staff will pursue posting photographs along with meeting information on the Bechtel Jacobs video monitors and find out if there are similar video monitors at ORNL and Y-12. Carryover
7.
Staff will look into publishing in plant publications the Advocate biographies of the ORSSAB members who work at the plants. Carryover
The meeting adjourned at 5:30 p.m.

Next Meeting
Tuesday, October 26, 5:30 p.m. The meeting will be held as a teleconference.
Attachments (4). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.
plo 
2

