Public Outreach Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, November 3, 2010, 5:30 p.m.

Teleconference
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	Members Present
	Absent

	Ted Lundy

David Martin

Maggie Owen, Chair
Others Present 

Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office


	Brianna Goodlin

Betty Jones, Vice Chair

Steve Mead

Sondra Sarten


Discussion
Six-Month Planning Calendar – The committee reviewed the planning calendar (Attachment 1) and discussed the following topics: 
· Member biographies—Mr. Osborne said he contacted Bechtel Jacobs, Oak Ridge National Laboratory, and Y-12 about the action to publish biographies of the ORSSAB members who work at the plants. All three agreed to do it. Darrell Bonner’s has been sent to Bechtel Jacobs, and Gloria Mei’s has been sent to ORNL. Additional bios will be sent monthly until all applicable members have been covered. Staff are also pursuing publication of biographies in local papers. That may not be possible in Knoxville, however, because the news department representative that staff contacted said the paper really doesn’t have an appropriate section for them. Mr. Osborne also said that member photos are being incorporated into the monthly newspaper ads, such as the one in Attachment 2.
· ETEBA Business Opportunities Conference—Mr. Osborne said that all arrangements have been made with conference organizers for the ORSSAB booth. Kevin Westervelt, Steve Stow, David Martin, and Ron Murphree have volunteered to staff the ORSSAB booth during the receptions on November 8 and 9. 
Oak Ridge Christmas Parade - The committee reviewed a cost estimate for the float provided by Ms. Owen (Attachment 3). Mr. Osborne said there are sufficient funds in the committee’s budget to cover construction of the float, so no prior authorizations will be required before funds are expended. Mr. Martin said he has a number of Christmas lights and a generator that can be used. He said he will let Ms. Owen know next week if the lights work. 
Ms. Owen asked staff to begin work with the DOE Graphics Department on a sign for the float. Mr. Osborne asked her to furnish a size and talk with him more next week about the sign content, design, and lighting. 
Ms. Owen asked staff to poll board members for volunteers to participate in the Christmas parade and obtain a head count for those who would need to ride on the float so her husband can construct sufficient seating. Board members’ family and public members of the ORSSAB committees should be invited to participate as well. 

Ms. Owen also asked staff to find out whether registration for the parade has opened and complete the registration process as soon as possible.

Mr. Martin recommended that a decision on handouts and giveaways be made soon.

Annual Report - The committee reviewed the draft editorial plan and schedule for the FY 2010 ORSSAB annual report (Attachment 4). No changes were made.

SRS Message Board - The committee reviewed a screen shot of the website public message board used by the Savannah River Site Citizens Advisory Board (Attachment 5). Ms. Owen said she contacted advisory board staff to see how the process is working. A member of the staff told her the message board has been well received. The message board allows people to post comments or questions that are then responded to by the board chair or one of the committees.
Mr. Martin said that doing this may be problematic now that DOE has issued its guidance on social networking. Ms. Owen said that any questions and answers would have to be screened by DOE, and it might not be possible to answer some questions online. Mr. Osborne said he was concerned about the significant lag time between when submittals are posted to the SRS site and the date when they are answered. In most cases it’s more than a month. 
Mr. Martin suggested that the ORSSAB chair be asked to make a statement during board meeting public comment periods that if members of the public viewing the meeting on television have questions, that they send them to us and the questions will be answered live by DOE at the next board meeting.
Mr. Osborne recommended that he and Ms. Owen discuss the idea with Pat Halsey during the November board meeting.
Museum Exhibit - The committee reviewed a photo of the ORSSAB exhibit at the American Museum of Science and Energy (Attachment 6). Ms. Owen said she would like to see the EM Waste Management Facility display replaced with something more entertaining and interesting to young people. Mr. Osborne said he would come up with some ideas for the committee to consider. 

FY 2011 Work Plan - The committee reviewed its FY 2011 plan (Attachment 7). Mr. Osborne explained that he added goals and objectives to the plan from the committee’s mission statement. The committee concurred with the additions. 
Free Newspapers - Mr. Lundy said the committee may be able to publish member biographies in free local newspapers. He offered to bring some samples to the November board meeting.
Action Items
Closed

None
Open


1.
Mr. Martin will let Ms. Owen know next week if his Christmas lights work.
2.
Staff will begin work with the DOE Graphics Department on a sign for the float. 
3.
Ms. Owen will furnish a size for the sign and discuss sign content, design, and lighting with staff.
4.
Staff will poll board members for volunteers to participate in the Christmas parade and obtain a head count for those who would need to ride on the float. Board members’ family and public members of the ORSSAB committees will invited to participate as well.
5.
Staff will find out whether registration for the parade has opened and complete the registration process as soon as possible.
6.
Staff will add an item to the committee’s next agenda to decide about handouts and giveaways for the Christmas parade.
7.
Mr. Osborne and Ms. Owen will discuss with Pat Halsey during the November board meeting Mr. Martin’s idea to have the board chair make a statement during board meeting public comment periods that if members of the public viewing the meeting on television have questions, that they send them to us and the questions will be answered live by DOE at the next board meeting.
8.
Staff will come up with some ideas for replacing the EM Waste Management Facility display with something more entertaining and that might be interesting to young people. 
9.
Mr. Lundy will bring some samples of free local newspapers to the November board meeting.
The meeting adjourned at 6:10 p.m.

Next Meeting
Tuesday, November 23, 5:30 p.m. The meeting will be held as a teleconference.
Attachments (7). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.
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