Public Outreach Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, February 22, 2011, 5:30 p.m.

American Museum of Science and Energy

300 S. Tulane Avenue, Oak Ridge
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	Members Present
	Others Present 

	Betty Jones, Chair

Brianna Goodlin

Ted Lundy

David Martin

Maggie Owen, Vice Chair


	Pat Halsey, DOE-ORO

Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office

Absent




Discussion
American Museum of Science and Energy – The committee discussed ideas for replacing the Environmental Management Waste Management Facility display in the ORSSAB exhibit at the museum. Ms. Owen said she would like to see something smaller and more interesting to young people. Ms. Goodlin agreed, saying a game of some sort would be good. Ms. Halsey suggested visiting the Oak Ridge Children’s Museum for ideas. Mr. Osborne said he would tour museums in Washington, D.C., when he is there this June. He said he would also find out if any of the exhibits or games from the DOE environmental fair in past years might offer possibilities. Jim Comish, the museum director, said most of the school children who visit the museum are 4th – 7th grade and are in science classes, so science-oriented games would be good. Ms. Halsey suggested a display that shows how water and contamination can move through fractured rock. Ms. Owen said a display on the East Tennessee Technology Park ponds remediation might make a good exhibit and would get a “good news” message out to the public. 
Mr. Osborne said he would also like to replace the EM poster with an interactive map of the Oak Ridge Reservation that would allow visitors to touch various sites and pull up stewardship information. It could also incorporate the DOE GIS being developed that the Stewardship Committee is assisting with. 

Six-Month Planning Calendar – The committee reviewed the planning calendar (Attachment 1). Mr. Martin said he met with Roane County Mayor Ron Woody last week. Mr. Woody would like to come to an ORSSAB meeting sometime. Mr. Osborne said he would begin contact with Mr. Woody’s office about arranging a meeting.
The committee discussed participation in Oak Ridge and Knoxville Earth Day events and elected to participate in Oak Ridge only. The committee agreed to order more ORSSAB pens and to have plastic bags, Manhattan Project history books, and balloons to give away.
Actions from the Stewardship Committee – Ms. Jones said the Stewardship Committee has asked the Public Outreach Committee to meet with the new Oak Ridge City Manager, Mark Watson, and they would also like for the students to help with the legend and reference book for the stewardship map.
Advocate Newsletter – The committee reviewed the editorial plan and schedule for the April edition of the Advocate newsletter (Attachment 2). Ms. Jones noted that a mention of Sondra Sarten’s retirement from the board should be made. Mr. Osborne said he would add something about the EM budget meeting on February 24.
Questions and Comments from the Public – The committee discussed a suggestion from Mr. Martin and Ms. Owen that questions and comments from the public be made at board meetings. The proposed statement to be made at the meetings is as follows:
As a citizen’s advisory board to the Department of Energy on environmental cleanup, we want to encourage the community at large to attend and participate at our board and committee meetings. If you are unable to attend, please send in your questions and comments to the address listed below. Appropriate comments/questions will be read during the public comment section of the SSAB  meeting and will be given the same consideration by the Board and DOE as those given in person.

Meeting schedules and various ways to communicate with the ORSSAB can be obtained by calling the DOE Information Center at (865) 241-4583 or 241-4584. Oak Ridge Site Specific Advisory Board, P.O. Box 2001, MS-7604, Oak Ridge, TN 37831.
The committee and Ms. Halsey agreed to go forward with the idea. Ms. Jones said she would take it to the Executive Committee for approval.

Chairs Meeting Topics - The committee reviewed the “Top 3 ORSSAB issues” from the fall 2010 chairs meeting (Attachment 3) and discussed ideas for spring 2011 meeting. The committee recommended that budget and long‑term stewardship be included.
FY 2011 Work Plan - The committee reviewed its FY 2011 plan (Attachment 4). 
Action Items
Closed
Open


1.
Staff will follow up with Mr. Martin and Roane County Mayor Ron Woody about arranging a meeting.
2.
Staff will arrange for participation in the Oak Ridge Earth Day event.

3.
Staff will order more ORSSAB pens and have plastic bags, Manhattan Project history books, and balloons to give away at Earth Day and Secret City.

4.
Staff will set up a meeting with the new Oak Ridge City Manager, Mark Watson.

5.
Ms. Jones will address at the next Executive Committee meeting the idea of questions and comments from the public at board meetings.
6.
Staff will use the SRS CAB’s idea for the next ORSSAB guest editorial. Action postponed until April since Steve Stow wanted his editorial published first
7.
Staff will come up with some ideas for replacing the EM Waste Management Facility display with something more entertaining and that might be interesting to young people. Pending—the committee will meet at the museum to discuss the exhibit; an email was sent to Pat Halsey asking for ideas; staff will tour D.C. museums in June to gather ideas
Next Meeting
Tuesday, March 22, 5:30 p.m. The meeting will be held as a teleconference.
Attachments (4). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office. 

