Public Outreach Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, February 21, 2012, 5:30 p.m.

Teleconference 
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	Members Present
	Others Present 

	Jan Hart

Dave Hemelright, Vice Chair

Howard Holmes

Betty Jones, Chair

David Martin

Scott McKinney

Amira Sakalla

Absent

None
	Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office

Ben Williams, DOE

 


Discussion
Six-Month Planning Calendar – The committee reviewed the planning calendar (Attachment 1). For the benefit of the new members, Ms. Jones explained that the committee participates in the Oak Ridge Earth Day event each year to hand out ORSSAB materials and discuss the cleanup program with members of the public. Handouts typically include Advocate newsletters, coaster, pens, etc. Members typically man the ORSSAB booth in 2-hour shifts.
Quarterly Editorials - Ms. Jones asked if the quarterly editorial written by Mr. Martin had been distributed yet. Mr. Osborne said he received additional comments on it and sent them to Mr. Martin for review. Mr. Martin said he received them but has not had a chance to review them yet. 
Mr. Hemelright asked if the Lenoir City News Herald is on the distribution list for ORSSAB news releases. Mr. Osborne said he was unsure, as Spencer Gross handles releases. He offered to find out and report to the committee.

Dr. Holmes remarked that he may have to postpone publication of his editorial on the prevalence of thyroid disorders in this area, as it has proved difficult to obtain the necessary research results.
Advocate Newsletter - The committee reviewed the editorial plan and schedule for the April edition of the Advocate newsletter (Attachment 2). No changes were made.

Social Media - Mr. Martin said he would like to commend Amira Sakalla and staff on the recent launch of the board’s Facebook page and YouTube site. Two years ago the Stewardship Committee investigated the possibility of such postings and was told by DOE that it was not permissible. He’s glad now that their position has changed. 
Chairs Meeting Topics - The committee considered ideas for the “Top ORSSAB Issues, Accomplishment, and Activity” to discuss at the spring chairs meeting in Paducah. Mr. Hemelright said he would like to “toot the board’s horn” regarding its progress in engaging the public through a variety of activities, including publication of the ORSSAB 2011 annual report, inauguration of the ORSSAB Facebook page and YouTube site (with the assistance of the ORSSAB student representatives), and engagement of local county executives, resulting in their endorsement of the white paper on “Balancing Environmental Management Challenges with the Complexity of the Oak Ridge Reservation.”
Mr. Martin remarked that he saw Roane County Executive Ron Woody recently, and Mr. Woody commended the board on the February 14 meeting, which he attended. Mr. Martin said he thanked Mr. Woody for coming and for his support for the board’s white paper. 

Ms. Hart asked if the paper discussed reduction of the Oak Ridge Reservation footprint. It’s a topic that she thinks is very important and that would make a good subject for a newspaper editorial.
ORSSAB Museum Exhibit - Mr. Osborne said that he had finally been able to load the program files sent from the Atomic Testing Museum in Las Vegas on the board’s spare touch-screen kiosk. It turns out, however, that the files are incomplete. He has requested that the remaining files be sent, but that may take awhile.
FY 2012 Work Plan - The committee reviewed its draft FY 2012 work plan (Attachment 3) and made no changes.
Action Items
Closed
1.
Staff will check with Melyssa Noe to see if Environmental Management Program leadership will support future improvements to the board’s museum exhibit. Mr. Osborne reported that Ms. Noe says EM is supportive, although funding requests for exhibit improvements will have to be reviewed on a case by case basis.
2.
Staff will issue a news release on the “service hours” section of the annual report. Completed Feb. 17.
Open


1.
Staff will find out if the Lenoir City News Herald is on the distribution list for ORSSAB news releases.
2.
Staff will begin talking with museum design companies to see what’s available and how much it would cost to create a new display for the ORSSAB exhibit at AMSE. Pending.

Next Meeting
Tuesday, March 27, 5:30 p.m. The meeting will be held as a teleconference.
Attachments (3). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office. 

