Public Outreach Committee

Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, April 24, 2012, 5:30 p.m.

Teleconference 
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	Members Present
	Others Present 

	Jan Hart

Dave Hemelright, Chair

Howard Holmes

David Martin

Absent

Betty Jones

Scott McKinney, Vice Chair


	Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office

Ben Williams, DOE

 


Discussion
Six-Month Planning Calendar – The committee reviewed the planning calendar (Attachment 1) and discussed possible topics for the next quarterly newspaper editorial. Mr. Hemelright suggested something about ORSSAB and good job the EM program is doing. It doesn’t seem like there are enough good news stories about the cleanup program being published, he said. Mr. Osborne mentioned that Maggie Owen offered to write an editorial sometime. Mr. Hemelright said he would pitch the idea to her.
Presentations - Mr. Osborne noted that former board member Tim Myrick will be giving presentations on May 4 and May 14 to advanced placement science classes at Oak Ridge High School and Hardin Valley Academy. He asked if anyone wanted to attend to see Mr. Myrick’s presentation. This is of special interest to the committee because Ed Juarez has suggested that someone from the Public Outreach Committee take over from Mr. Myrick soon. 
Ms. Hart said that if Mr. Myrick enjoys doing it and is willing to continue that he be allowed to do so. Mr. Hemelright recommended that a committee member or two attend one of the presentations to see what they’re about and represent the board. Mr. Martin suggested inviting Mr. Myrick to become a member of the committee, and failing that, at least participate in one of the committee’s calls so that the issue can be discussed. Mr. Hemelright asked staff to relay the request to Mr. Myrick.
Mr. Osborne noted that the committee has made numerous presentations over the years to various civic groups, and he asked if the committee wished to continue making these sort of presentations. If so, a presenter from the board will have to be identified, as he seriously doubted Mr. Myrick would have the time or inclination to do all the board’s presentations. Mr. Hemelright said that while it might be fine for Mr. Myrick to do the high schools, someone from the board should do the other presentations. He asked staff to send a copy of the committee’s outreach presentation to members for discussion during the next conference call.
Oak Ridge Reservation Tours - Mr. Martin said he has not yet been in touch with the American Museum of Science and Energy about meeting the tour bus when it stops at the East Tennessee Technology Park overlook to give a short presentation about the board. He would like to touch base with Steve Stow first, since Mr. Stow is a tour guide and might be able to offer some perspective. 
Ms. Hart recommended distributing the board’s brochure to tour participants, and she asked if the brochure mentioned how members of the public can participate on the board through its committees. Mr. Osborne said that the brochures were printed some time ago, and that this information was not included. Ms. Hart asked if it could be included by adding a label to the brochure. Mr. Osborne said he would pursue it.

New ORSSAB Commercial - Mr. Osborne reported that Spencer Gross has been talking to local production companies about redoing the 30-second and 60-second ORSSAB promotional videos that were created for the board some ten or twelve years ago. They are very out of date, and it’s important to use new ones occasionally to avoid the viewer apathy that comes from seeing the same thing over and over. 

The videos will be distributed to local television stations for them to air as public service announcements, and they will be used at the beginning and end of ORSSAB monthly meeting videos to promote awareness of the board and its mission. Mr. Gross received several estimates for the work. The best is approximately $1,800. 

Following discussion, Mr. Martin moved to approve the request, and Dr. Homes seconded. The motion carried. Mr. Osborne said he will forward the request to the Board Finance & Process Committee for concurrence and the Executive Committee for approval. 
SSAB Chairs Meeting - Mr. Martin, who attended the SSAB chairs meeting in Paducah last week, remarked that during a roundtable discussion of outreach by the various SSABs, he learned that most of them left outreach almost entirely to DOE. The Oak Ridge Environmental Management program should ‘blow its horn’ more, he said, because they’re doing a great job.
FY 2012 Work Plan - The committee reviewed its FY 2012 work plan (Attachment 2) and made no changes.
Action Items
Closed

None.
Open


1.
Mr. Hemelright will ask Maggie Owen if she will write an editorial about ORSSAB and good job the EM program is doing. 
2.
Staff will invite Tim Myrick to become a member of the Public Outreach Committee or at least participate in one of the committee’s calls so that the high school presentation issue can be discussed.

3.
Staff will send a copy of the outreach presentation to members for discussion during the next call.
4.
Staff will pursue adding a label to the board’s brochure discussing how members of the public can participate on the board through its committees. 
5.
Staff will forward the expenditure request for the new ORSSAB commercial to the Board Finance & Process and Executive committees.

6.
Mr. Martin will talk with the American Museum of Science and Energy about his idea to give a short presentation about ORSSAB during Oak Ridge Reservation tours. Pending. Mr. Martin will discuss the idea with Steve Stow first.
7.
Staff will begin talking with museum design companies to see what’s available and how much it would cost to create a new display for the ORSSAB exhibit at AMSE. Pending. The new files from the Atomic Testing Museum have been loaded to the touch-screen monitor. Discussions with the museum about updating the kiosk cabinet will be held as soon as the kiosk is transferred to the museum.
Next Meeting
Tuesday, May 22, 5:30 p.m. The meeting will be held as a teleconference.
Attachments (2). Available upon request from the ORSSAB support office.  

