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Stewardship Education Subcommittee
Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, September 20, 2007, 5:00 p.m.

DOE Information Center

	Members Present
	Others Present

	Darryl Bonner, Vice chair

Donna Campbell

Heather Cothron 

Norman Mulvenon

Sondra Sarten, Chair

Members Absent
Ashlyn Hall 


	Becky Brunton, Spectrum

Pete Osborne, ORSSAB support office



Discussion
Response Card - Mr. Osborne reported responses to the subcommittee’s postcard asking educators if they would like to receive updated PowerPoint presentations. Of the 33 educators queried, 12 asked for the new files, 3 declined, and 18 made no reply. Subcommittee members agreed that this was a excellent response. 

Mr. Osborne showed the updated PowerPoint slides for Lesson 1, which the subcommittee agreed were a great improvement over what had been originally distributed with the kit. Mr. Osborne was asked to distribute an electronic copy of the PowerPoint files to everyone who received the kit except for those three who had specifically declined. The transmittal letter accompanying the files should note that the files are available online and that additional revisions to kit materials are in development. He was asked to load the files to the kit page on the ORSSAB web site.
Personal Contacts with Educators - Mr. Mulvenon said he thought it would be a good idea to make appointments with educators to talk about how they’re using the kit in the classroom. Ms. Sarten said she gave a kit to Lenoir City Mayor Matt Brookshire, who is also a middle school teacher. Mr. Brookshire said he will discuss the kit with other Lenoir City teachers and possibly the school board. Ms. Campbell pointed out that the two Oliver Springs teachers who received the kit have never had a briefing on how to use it.
Mr. Mulvenon offered to lead a delegation of subcommittee members to make contact with Mr. Brookshire, the two Oliver Springs teachers, and other educators who received the kit. Ms. Sarten recommended sending a letter to Mr. Brookshire and the Oliver Springs teachers and following up with a phone call. Contacts with other educators can be scheduled after that.
New Audiences for the Stewardship Education Resource Kit - Ms. Brunton discussed ways the subcommittee could expand its audience for the kit. These include the following:
· Staff a booth at the Tennessee Education Association’s spring meeting and/or the Tennessee Library Association’s meeting or even the National Education Association’s meeting. Advertising to librarians might allow the kit to be incorporated into schools’ media centers for use by teachers in a variety of disciplines. 
· Submit the kit web site link to various Internet servers so anyone searching for stewardship education can more easily locate the kit files. The two videos included in the kit could be streamed online so they can be downloaded, provided that copyright and password protection issues can be overcome.
· Provide the web site to home-school list servers.

· Submit information about the kit to Science Teacher magazine and other free marketing resources.

Ms. Sarten added that the kit could be advertised at the Lenoir City Social Studies Fair in fall and the Science Fair in spring.

Mr. Mulvenon asked if the ORSSAB web site had a program to count visitors. Mr. Osborne said no, but he would see if one can be added.

Ms. Brunton said she thought some consideration could be given to reworking kit information to be more stand alone or self-instruction oriented so it’s usable by students and members of the public outside the classroom. Ms. Cothron agreed, saying that it could be put into modules that can be easily downloaded off the web. She also though it would be a good idea to create a kiosk in the ORSSAB exhibit at the American Museum of Science and Energy that would allow visitors to navigate through these modules, reading lesson plan materials and viewing overheads and kit videos. Ms. Campbell suggested that the modules be loaded to the two existing kiosks in the exhibit.
Ms. Brunton suggested the subcommittee finish “finessing” the kit by addressing Ms. Cothron’s proposed revisions and then consider engaging new audiences.

Kit Revisions - Mr. Mulvenon suggested that the subcommittee go forward with revisions to the kit overheads proposed by Ms. Cothron and then work though her other kit revisions. The other subcommittee members agreed, although Ms. Campbell noted that they should give careful consideration to the order of the material. Ms. Sarten suggested that the subcommittee go over Ms. Cothron’s overheads and their order at its October meeting.
Mr. Bonner wondered if Ms. Cothron’s revisions to the overheads included speaker notes. Ms. Cothron said they did not, but the material for notes is included in the lesson plans and could be used as the basis for creating speaker notes. Mr. Bonner said this would be desirable if the material is to be reworked for use outside the classroom. 
Mr. Osborne said he would send a hard copy and the electronic files of Ms. Cothron’s revisions to Ms. Brunton, Mr. Bonner, and Ms. Sarten.

Date of November Meeting - Ms. Sarten noted that the date of the November meeting would fall on Thanksgiving this year, and she suggested changing the meeting to November 29.
Action Items
Complete

Open

1.
Staff will distribute an electronic copy of the updated PowerPoint files to everyone who received the kit except for those three who had specifically declined. 
2.
Staff will load the updated PowerPoint files to the kit page on the ORSSAB web site.
3.
Staff will send a letter and then follow up with a phone call to Mr. Brookshire and the Oliver Springs teachers regarding meetings to discuss the kit.

4.
Staff will see if a program to count visitors can be added the ORSSAB web site.

5.
Staff will send a hard copy and the electronic files of Ms. Cothron’s revisions to Ms. Brunton, Mr. Bonner, and Ms. Sarten.
6.
Ms. Hall will ask if the new kit video can be shown on the Oak Ridge school system’s Channel 15. Carryover item
7.
Staff will provide kits (with videos) to area libraries once revisions are complete. Carryover item
The meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m.
Next Meeting
Thursday, October 18, 5:00 p.m., DOE Information Center
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