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Chairs of DOE Advisory Groups Meeting in Oak Ridge 

 

The chairs of eight Department of Energy (DOE) community advisory groups from throughout the nation 

will meet in Oak Ridge, April 27-29 at the DoubleTree Hotel.  Twice each year representatives from the 

eight local Site Specific Advisory Boards (SSAB) meet with DOE officials to discuss common issues and 

concerns. The SSABs are federally chartered citizens’ panels charged with providing DOE with advice 

and recommendations on its cleanup and environmental management activities.  

 

The local Oak Ridge Site Specific Advisory Board is hosting the conference.  Local board chair Ron 

Murphree indicated that the 3-day meeting will focus on how the community volunteers who serve on 

these boards can better fulfill their responsibilities to represent the general public in discussions with 

DOE about how best to meet the department’s responsibilities. “We are honored to have our fellow 

advisory board members come to Oak Ridge to meet with representatives from our local DOE offices and 

from DOE headquarters in Washington, D.C.,” said Murphree.  “Hosting these meetings is an important 

responsibility and I appreciate the good work our volunteers and staff have made in planning for it.” 

 

 The spring meeting will include a tour of the Oak Ridge Reservation for the meeting participants on 

Tuesday, April 27 and a day and a half business meeting on Wednesday and Thursday, April 28 and 29. 

The meetings begin both days at 8 a.m. The meetings are open to the public and an open public comment 

period is provided each day.  

  

The agenda includes a presentation by Inés Triay, DOE Assistant Secretary for Environmental 

Management, and other DOE officials. Triay will update the participants on current cleanup activities 

around the DOE complex, current priorities, footprint reduction, and how money from the American 

Recovery and Reinvestment Act is being used for cleanup activities.  

 

Joann Luczak, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Program Planning and Budget, will discuss Environmental 

Management budget, prioritization, and strategic planning. Waste disposition issues across the DOE 

complex will also be discussed. 

  

A roundtable discussion will be held on stewardship activities at former DOE sites that have been cleaned 

up and closed and for current DOE sites that will remain open, but have cleanup activities underway such 

as is the case on the Oak Ridge Reservation. 

 

Oak Ridge Mayor Tom Beehan, Oak Ridge DOE Manager Gerald Boyd, and the Assistant Manager for 

Environmental Management John Eschenberg will welcome to participants to the meeting at its opening 

session. 

 

Representatives from each SSAB will present the important issues at their respective sites and common 

issues will be discussed.  
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The Oak Ridge SSAB meets the second Wednesday of each month at 6 p.m. at the DOE Information Center, 

475 Oak Ridge Turnpike, and Oak Ridge, Tenn. The meetings are open to the public and an open comment 

period is provided.  
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