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Bob Olson Stays Active and Involved

ORSSAB member Bob Olson retired
from full-time work in 1995, but he
has remained active and involved in the
community.

Bob sits on the board of directors of
Clinch River Home Health, a United
Way agency. “We are the only home
health care agency that
never turns anyone
down because of lack
of financial resources,”
he says. “We have a
staff of nurses and
nurse assistants who
provide health care ser-
vices in the home.”

He has recently begun
volunteering for the
Contact Help Line. “If
you’re troubled and
need someone to talk
to, there is someone
available to listen. We
work confidentially. We
don’t ask for names

ot where someone is
calling from. However,
if someone calls and they are in real
trouble, suicidal for instance, we try
to get them the help they need. We
have a support staff of psychologists,
psychiatrists, and other trained
personnel we can call in.”

And even though Bob has a doctorate
in nuclear engineering he still spends
alot of time learning and exploring;
“About eight years ago I got involved
with the Oak Ridge Institute for
Continued Learning (ORICL). I've
taken classes in science and philosophy,
and I’m currently the moderator for
the Philosophical Society. We have
regular speakers on a variety of topics.
It’s sort of an Ed Sullivan Show for
high-brows,” he jokes. “My primary
responsibility is finding speakers, about
30 a year.”

Bob Olson has served on ORSSAB since
his appointment in April 2005.

Bob also sits on ORICL’s science and
philosophy curriculum committees
and acts as a trip planner. “We’ve
taken field trips to places as diverse as
geological sites and Brushy Mountain
State Penitentiary.”

A native of Virginia, Bob attended
North Carolina
State University,
earning a
bachelor’s
degree in nuclear
engineering and
a master’s degree
in physics. After
graduation he
worked a couple
of years at

the Savannah
River Site

(SRS) nuclear
plant in reactor
technology and
three years at
the SRS lab in
experimental
physics.

At SRS he was convinced by a
University of Tennessee professor

to come to Knoxville to pursue his
doctorate. He then went to work for
Sargent and Lundy, an architectural
engineering firm in Chicago. After
11 years in the Windy City, he came
to Oak Ridge as an engineering
consultant for Science Applications
International Corporation. He then
worked briefly for the Tennessee
Valley Authority in probabilistic risk
assessment before returning to SRS
in the same capacity. “In 1995 they
offered me catly retirement and 1
took it!”

While in Oak Ridge he met Wanda,
whom he married when he returned
to Oak Ridge after he retired. “I liked
living in Oak Ridge and Wanda’s
family lived here, so it was a good
compromise because Wanda was living
in California at the time.”

Bob applied for membership on
ORSSAB at the recommendation of
former member John Million. “John
thought I might like it, and I value
John’s opinions so I applied. It’s been
a good experience,” he said. Bob was
appointed to the board in 2005 and is
in his second term.

L

The Public Ontreach Committee has been active this year with presentations to a variety of
organizations. Here, committee member Steve Stow addresses the Oak Ridge Lions Club at
its April 28 meeting. To schedule a presentation to your organization, call (§65) 241-4583.



