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Oral History Subcommittee


    Friday, October 26, 2007, 4 p.m.



DOE Information Center

	Committee Members Present
	Others present

	David Bradshaw

Rhonda Bogard 

Norman Mulvenon

Susie Stooksbury, Oak Ridge Public Library

Steve Stow, Lead

Absent

Donna Campbell 
Hubert Gibson

Luther Gibson Kathy McNeilly, Oak Ridge 

  Public Library


	Spencer Gross, Spectrum

Pat Halsey, Department of Energy-Oak Ridge    Office (DOE-ORO) Norman Mulvenon




Review of Oral History Workshop
Mr. Stow reported that the Oral History workshop held on Thursday, October 11 was well attended by abut 30 people who were all interested in preserving and continuing to record oral histories. He felt like the event was successful.
He said Gwynn Thayer of the Tennessee State Library and Archive expressed interest in having the state library be the repository for oral histories since there is already an environmental management collection at the library. Ms. Halsey said the state library would be a good backup site, but the group agreed that the primary collection site should be in Oak Ridge. 

Ms. Bogard asked what the next step should be. Mr. Bradshaw said he felt like DOE Oak Ridge would be open to suggestions from an advisory group from the work shop to make suggestions on how to handle Oak Ridge oral histories. 

Mr. Stow said it appears that Dave Allen in the DOE Oak Ridge Office appears to have the final responsibility for the Oak Ridge oral histories generated by DOE or its contractors. He wondered if Mr. Allen should be invited to join this group or invite him to the next workshop. He said it’s important to have DOE Oak Ridge collaboration on this project. Mr. Mulvenon suggested that representatives of this group meet with Mr. Allen to bring him up to date on what has happened to date and the results of the workshop, in particular informing him of the Oak Ridge Public Library’s willingness to be the repository of the oral histories. 
Mr. Stow reminded the group that the current Memorandum of Agreement regarding oral histories states the American Museum of Science and Energy ‘may’ be designated as the official repository of oral histories. Mr. Bradshaw said both he and Mr. Stow sit on the museum’s foundation board, and he felt like the foundation board would be supportive of having the library be the repository for oral histories, although he said the foundation board doesn’t speak for the museum’s management. 
Ms. Halsey said that it should be made clear to Mr. Allen that the library was one alternative as a site to house oral histories, but it shouldn’t be presented to him as the only choice. Mr. Mulvenon said perhaps it could be suggested that any extra space that DOE has available might be used to house oral histories. 
The group decided to have Dave Adler, Ms. Halsey, and Mr. Stow meet with Mr. Allen. Ms. Halsey said she would work on setting up the meeting. 

Mr. Stow said the objective of the meeting with Mr. Allen would be to get some sense from him of DOE’s concurrence on the project. They would provide him with an overview of the work shop, go over the oral history objectives list from the workshop with him, and ask who he would assign to be part of the oral history advisory committee that would be formed from the work shop participants. 
Ms. Bogard asked how the advisory committee would be formed. The group decided to pick several work shop participants and invite them to be part of an oral history advisory committee.

The committee chose to invite representatives from: 

American Museum of Science and Energy

Children’s Museum of Oak Ridge

City of Oak Ridge

DOE- Oak Ridge

DOE Oak Ridge Office of Science and Technical Information

Oak Ridge Heritage and Preservation Association

Oak Ridge Site Specific Advisory Board

Tennessee State Library and Archives

Tennessee Valley Authority

University of Tennessee Center for Study of War and Society

Two citizens at large

Discuss draft news release on Oral History Work Shop
Mr. Gross distributed a draft news release on the Oral History Workshop for the committee to review (Attachment 1). Several revisions were suggested by Mr. Bradshaw and Mr. Stow. It was suggested that Mr. Gross try to get a quote from Gwynn Thayer of the Tennessee State Library and Archives to add to the release. 
Mr. Gross was also asked to distribute the summary of the work shop to participants (Attachment 2). Mr. Gross will distribute the summary after making a few revisions suggested by Mr. Stow. 

The meeting adjourned at 5 p.m.

The committee will meet again on Friday, November 16 at 4 p.m. at the DOE Information Center.
Action items

1. Ms. Halsey will contact Sheila Thornton and Gary Hartman of DOE Cultural Resources about a possible central location for an oral history program. Closed:  In the letter from Messrs. Boyd and Sherry (Attachment 1) they say they are interested in ORSSAB’s view on how to advance oral history activities. The letter said ‘appropriate staff’ has been asked to meet with the group to discuss such efforts. Mr. Adler is responsible for arranging the meeting.
2. Mr. Mulvenon will talk to John Owsley about possible funding from TDEC. Closed. Mr. Garrison has not responded.
3. Mr. Stow will compile a couple of oral history interviews to show at the workshop. Complete.
4. Mr. Stow will contact the major participants about doing presentations at the work shop. Complete.
5. Ms. Halsey will set up meeting with Dave Allen, Dave Adler, Mr. Stow and herself.
6. Staff will send press release on Oral History Workshop.

7. Staff will send work shop summary to meeting participants.

8. Committee will contact organizations identified for the oral history advisory committee.
9. Ms. Halsey will contact someone at Fernald about discussing at the workshop what Fernald has done regarding oral histories at that site. Closed. Mr. Gross talked with Sue Walpole in Ohio about the Fernald project. She provided him with some information that will be published in the Fall 2007 Advocate newsletter. Ms. Walpole said representatives of the Fernald might be interested in attending the Oak Ridge workshop. Joyce Bentle with the Fernald Community Alliance will receive an invitation to the workshop. No one from Fernald attended the workshop
10. Mr. Stow will contact the major participants about doing presentations at the workshop. Complete.
Attachments (2) are available on request from the ORSSAB support office. 
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